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The London Missionary Society occupies, at the present iime,forty-seven

Missionary Stations, and maintains in its service, exclusive of Feuaales, Me-
chanics, and Farmers, eighiy-Jive Missionaries and Catechists. The Annual

Report of an Institution, occupying so extensive a field of labour, and pursuing

its operations with so much perseverance and energy, mmt, of course, be in-

teresting to the religious community. In preparing the following Abstract, we
have, therefore, selected the leading facts, in relation to each of its Missionary

Stations.

The Directors commence their Report with an account of their operations

in the Islands of the Southern Ocean. From that quarter, however, the infor-

mation comes down only to the close of 1B18, and is neither so recent, nor so

interesting, as that communicated in our second and third numbers.

SOUTH SEAS.

The number of Missionaries being in-

creased by the arrival of those who sailed

in the Harriet, &-c. in 1816, the brethren

judged it expedient to divide their la-

bours among several of the islands
; but,

before the intended separation took place,

a general meeting of the inhabitants of

Eimeo and Otaheite was held in the dis-

trict of Papetoai in the fotmer island,

after the example of our annual meeting,

when about 2,000 of the natives assera-

bled, and formed a Taheitean Auxiliary

Society, in aid of the Parent Institution.

Mr. Nott preached on the occasion, and
Pomare delivered a sensible and appro-
p.'-Iate address, and proposed, as they have
liO money, that contributions should be
made iu the productions of the Islands.

The proposal was adopted with great

cordiality, the rules of the Society were
agreed upon, and, being afterwards print-

ed, were posted up in the most conspicu-

ous places. Pomare was appointed Pre-

sident, and various Chiefs, Treasurers,

and Secretaries. The natives returned

to their homes delighted with the trans-

actions of the day, w^hicla were certainly

very remarkable, and will be recorded

by future historians of the church with

no small degree of pleasure ; for it de-

serves to be remembered that the first

Society formed in the Georgian Islands

had for its object the propagation of the

everlasting Gospel.*

The brig Havveis having been launch-

* Similar Societies bave since been formetlin the

islands of Iluabeine and Raiatea.

u
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ed, and bcr rigging completed, prepara-

tion was made for the removal of the

brethren to their several stations in the

Georgian and Society Islands. Messrs.

Bicknell, Crook, Tessier, Darling, and

Bourne, were appointed to Ot heite ;

Messrs. Hayward, Henry, and Piatt, to

Eimeo ; Messrs. Davies, Nott, Barff,

Ellis, Orsmond, and Threlkeld, to the

Leeward island.s. The brig first sailed

from Kiraeo on this service in the month

of June (1818,) which, having effected,

she finally left the islands with a cargo of

native produce for New South Wales, on

1st of Jan. 1819, having on board Mr.

Hayward, Missionary, who was about to

visit the colony for the benefit of his

health, and arrived at Port Jackson on

the 17th of February-

GEORGIAN ISLANDS.

Otaheite.

Mr. Wilson, who with his family, re-

moved to the old station at Matavai in

Otaheite, before the general separation of

the brethren, established a school, in

which there were about 150 adults and

children. He was afterwards joined by

Messrs. Tessier and Darling, who assisted

in the school ; a Sabbath-school has also

been formed, in which about 60 adults

and children are catechised. Mr. Wilson

preaches to the natives twice every Lord's

Day, and on the W^ednesday evenings,

and also holds frequent meetings with

the people for religious conversation.

Several new chapels, capable of holding

about 500 persons each, have been open-

ed in neighbouring districts.

We are greatly concerned to state the

serious loss sustained in this station by the

death of Mrs. W^ilson, who, from her

knowledge of the language, was qualified

for great usefulness in the schools.

Willis's Harbour.—Messrs. Crook and

Bourne labour at this station. From 70 to

lOOof the natives assemble every morning

and evening, when he explains a few ver-

ses of the Scriptures to them. The busi-

ness of the school succeeds the morning

service; many read the Scriptures with

propriety and understanding ; and somn
old men, who cannot read, have learned

io repeat the whole of Ihc Spelling Boole,

which contains many texts of Scripture,

merely by hearing others. Mrs. Crook
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and her daughters teach a school of girls,

w ho improve in their learning, and can
use their needle well. A Chief in the

neighbourhood has engaged to cultivate a

piece of land with cotton, and the pros-

pect of civilization there is encouraging.

Mr. Bourne superintends a school, about

a quarter of a mile from Mr. Crook's re-

sidence.

Papepihaa, i n the d i « I ric t ofPapeu rid i .

—

Messrs. Bicknell and Tessier labour toge-

ther at this station, but we are sorry to

find that Mr. Bicknell's health was in a

very precarious state.

Eimeo.

Mr. Gyles, who went out in the capaci-

ty of cultivator, arrived on the 14th of

August, (1818,) and having procured a

piece of land, set up the sugar mill, with

its apparatus, assisted by Messrs. Darling,

Piatt, and G. Bicknell ; but it was with

much difficulty the natives could be in-

duced to labour in clearing the land and

other needful operations; hope, however,

is entertained, that habits of industry will

be gradually acquired. The Missionaries

were about to plant the cotton tree, which

they trust will succeed, as the land ap-

pears to be remarkably fertile. Messrs.

Henry and Piatt are stationed at Papetoai.

As to the Mission, generally, in the Geor-

gian islands, the Directors are happy to

state that appearances are very encoura-

ging-

The Gospel of St. Luke having been

translated into the language ofthe natives,

the Missionaries, animated by the recep-

tion of a large supply of paper, liberally

afforded in addition to former grants, by

the " British and Foreign Bible Society/*

extended their proposed edition of 1500

to 3000 copies ; about 2000 of which were

eagerly purchased in Eimeo and Otaheite

only, by cocoa-nut oil and other articles

of native produce.*^ Among the inter-

esting events wiiich have occurred, (be

Directors consider a meeting which had

been held, on the opening for Christian

worship, a large place which had former-

ly been occupied by the infamous Society

of the Arreoys.

* Upwards of five tons of tbe cocoa-nul oil, part

ly pan! by (he natives for books, end partly as sul

scriptions to the "Taheitean Auxiliary Society."

has been received, and sold in pnglaud.
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SOCIETY ISLANDS.

The brethren Davies, Ellis, Orsmond,

and Williams, were received with great

kindness at Huaheine by the people, who

readily assisted them in erecting their

dwellings, and a printing house- Tapa,

and other chiefs from Raiatea paid them

a visit, soliciting xMissionaries to be sent

thither ; the brethren embraced an early

opportunity of going to that island ;
they

found Tapa to be a moral, steady, and in-

dustrious man ; and judging this to be a

call of Providence, they decided on ma-

king it a Missionary station. It had been

ascertained that Indian corn would suc-

ceed, and Mr.Threlkeld, who had witness-

ed the valuable effects of castor oil in

some of the diseases of the natives, hoped

to produce it abundantly, as the tree, from

which it is made, flourishes in that island.

He also thinks that opium may be raised.

The translation of St. Matthew's Gos-

pel, and of the Acts of the Apostles had

been completed ; and it is probable that

the latter, at least, is now printed, and in

the hands of the natives. The vocabula-

ry which was commenced some years ago

is continually receiving accessions; Po-

mare, and several of the more intelligent

natives, assisted in furnishing words for

that purpose. Some progress has also

been made in the formation of a Tahei-

tean grammar.

Mr. Hayward's leaving the islands for

the benefit of his health, has been already

mentioned ; on his arrival in New Hol-

land, the Rev. Mr. Marsden, that judicious

and indefatigable friend of South Sea

Missions, advised him to proceed to Eng-

land, to confer with the Directors of the

best measures to be adopted for the future

conduct of the Mission, in the new state

of things, which the reception of Christi-

anity has introduced. Mr. Hayward is

expected to leave England, with a view to

return to the South Seas, in the course of

a few weeks.

The accounts received from the islands

subsequently to the last anniversary, as

well as the testimony of Mr. Hayward,

confirm the formerly received intelligence

as to the downfall of idolatry, and all the

cruel practices connected with it, together

with th^ universal profession of Christi.

anity, the improvement of the native

manners, and the increase of domestic

comfort and harmony.

The external religious and moral change,

especially in Otaheite and Eimeo, is uni-

versal. Public, family, and private wor-

ship is every where observed. Theft,

fraud, lying, cursing, &lc. are seldom or

never heard of. Conjugal infidelity is com-

paratively unfrequent. The female, in-

stead of being, as formerly, the mere ser-

vant or slave of the man, is raised to a

level with him, as his companion. Eve-

ry woman now eats with her husband,

and the family are united together at the

same meal
;
formerly the males and fe-

males ate separately. Domestic broils

but seldom occur. Instead of the horrid

murder of new-born infants, a practice

which has ceased entirely, mothers now
show the greatest aftection for their chil-

dren, and even females who once destroy-

ed their infants, manifest aff'ection to-

wards their offspring in a remarkable de-

gree. The offering of human sacrifices,

as a part of their idolatry, was accompa-

nied by circumstances of the most shock-

ing barbarity, but no sacrifices, except

those of praise and thanksgiving, are now
ever heard of. Formerly ihe sick and

aged, being considered as a burden, were

almost totally neglected, and sometimes

destroyed by their own relatives and

friends ; now they are treated with hu-

manity and attention.

ULTRA-GANGES MISSIONS.

China.

The great and important work of trans-

lating the whole of the sacred Scriptures,

both of the Old and New Testament, in-

to the language of China, was completed

on the 25th day of November last. Mr.

Milne, at Malacca, to whom had been as-

signed the historical books of the Old

Testament, and the book of Job, finished

his task on the 12th, and Dr. Morrison

completed his on the 25th. Thus, by the

blessing ot God on the labours of our

Brethren, encouraged and assisted by this

Society, and b^ the repeated and liberal

grants of the British and Foreign Bible

Society, has this great undertaking been

brought to a happy termination—an event

in which all the members of our Society

will no doubt sincerely rejoice, while

they indulge the most pleasing hope of
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that success, which they trust will follow

its wide circulation througliout the vast

empire of China. l>r. Morrison mentions,

that the Chinese are a reading people ;

and he derives from this consideration

much encouragement amidst all the im-

pediments which have occurred from po-

litical restraints, and the inveterate su-

perstitions of the people.

Dr. Morrison has been enabled, in ad-

dition to his great work of translating the

Scriptures, to proceed with his Chinese

dictionary, the alphabetical portion of

which is finished, and is found very use-

ful among the Chinese students at Canton,

and it is hojied will prove equally so at

Malacca, Of the dictionary in its com-

plete form, two moro numbers (4 and 5)

are nearly finished.

This laborious Missionary has also com-

posed some smaller works, intended to

enlarge the minds of the lower classes of

the Chinese in the knowledge of man-

kind generally, and to promote the intro-

duction of Christianity among them.

Four hundred copies of the Chinese

translation of the Morning and Evening

Trayers of the Church of England, have

been bound up together with the Psalter;

and a considerable number has been or-

dered by the Prayer Book and Homily

Society for distribution in the East.

Malacca.

From the statements in the last year's

Report, the Mission at this place appear-

ed to have advanced to a degree of im-

portance, which could scarcely have been

anticipated, considering the shortness of

the time which has elapsed since its esta-

blishment : subsequent information du-

ring the past year, confirms the favoura-

ble impressions then made, and enlarges

our expectations of its future prosperity.

It is, however, with deep and sincere re-

gret we record the decease of Mrs. Milne

—a calamitous event, not only to the be-

reaved husband and children, but to the

Mission itself.

The Malay and English school, the

Malabar school, and the Sabbath school,

under the direction of Mr. Thomsen, we
believe, continue to flourish. Mr. Med-

hurst succeeds well in his Chinese schools;

many of the children can repeat the
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whole of Mr. Milne's catechism, and give
the most pertinent answers to questions
proposed in order to ascertain their know-
ledge. A schoolmaster had discovered a
laudable desire to obtain religious infor-
mation. A Chinese evening school, in

which both adults and boys attend for re-

ligious instruction, wus in a prosperous
and promising state.

Mr. Medhurst, with commendable ac-

tivity, had visited almost every house in

Malacca, distributing tracts, and convers*
ing with the inhabitants ; with the other
brethren he had also sent Chinese tracts

and Missionary publications to Siam and
Tringana, from which places applications

had been made for that purpose. Chi-
nese tracts and Testaments had also been
sent to the northern part of the empire

;

and notwithstanding the extreme jealousy
and vigilance of the Japanese, a naval
officer succeeded in leaving some in the
hands of two natives of .Feddo, also at

Pulo (-andore, where it is presumed the
Go.'?pel was never before carried in any
form.

Mr. Milne, having finished the transla-

tion of the historical books of the Old
Testament, kc. had proceeded with his

exposition of the Epistle to the Ephesians
—an epistle as he judged peculiarly adapt-

ed to the Chinese. This work was ex-

pected to be published about the present
time

; he had also composed and circu-

lated a tract intended to imi)rove a severe
visitation of sickness at Malacca.

The printing of the sacred Scriptures in

Chinese, has been carried on at the Mis-
sion press at Malacca, during the past
year, but to what extent the Directors are

not precisely informed. The Chinese
Magazine has been continued, and about
1000 copies printed monthly. The ex-
position of the Lord's Prayer is also in

circulation. The Indo Chinese Gleaner
is likewise continued.

To relieve Mr. Medhurst from the care
and labours of the press, and to enable
him to occupy a higher station in the Mis-
sion, for which his proficiency in the

Chinese and Malay languages well quali-

fied him, the Directors have sent out Mr.
G. H. Huttman to superintend the con-

cerns of the printing establishment, and
they have reason to hope, he will prove
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a valuable acquisition to the Ultra Ganges

Mission.

For a considerable time past there have

been religious exercises daily in the Mis-

sion House, in the Malay language, which

are conducted by Mr. Thompsen, who

also preaches once a week in the town.

Mr. Medhurst preaches to the Chinese

four times a week in four different places.

Including services at the Mission House,

and in a Pagan temple, the Chinese have

set discourses addressed to them in sis

different places ; and the word of life is

published in four languages—in the Ma-

lay, in tWo dialects of the Chinese daily,

and in Dutch and English occasionally.

The catechetical exercise on the Sabbath

is attended by several learned Chinese,

who have been providentially brought

into connexion with the Mission, as teach-

ers of the language ; one of their motives

is to obtain an f xplanalion of such parts

of the chapter read in the morning ser-

vices as they did not understand. These

were all born in China, and will probably

return thither again.

Of the newly arrived Missionaries at

this station mentioned in our last Report,

we are concerned to state, that Mr. Mil-

ton had suffered long and severely by ill-

ness ; but we are happy to add, that his

health is restored, and that he arrived at

Sincapore on the 2oth of October last,

where he was kindly and hospitably re-

ceived by the Resident, \V. Farquhar,

Esq. and bad entered on Missionary la-

bours there with a good prospect of suc-

cess.

Mr. Fleming, who had remained at

Madras to supply the place of Mr. Knill

until the arrival of the other brethren

for that station from England, has left that

Presidency and removed to Malacca,

Anglo Chinese College.

The foundation stone of this Institu-

tion was laid on the 11th of November

1818, by Major W. Farquhar, late English

President and Commandant of Malacca,

in the presence of the Dutch Governor

Thyssen ; the Hon. J. Erskine, and other

English gentlemen, the Commander of

the Dutch troops, and the principal in-

habitants. The building is in a state of

forwardness. The Institution is to be

placed under the care of a President,

a Board of Trustees, and a managing
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Committee, who, witii the concurrence

of the founder. Dr. Morrison, are to have

the entire management of its affairs. The

Treasurer and Secretary of this Society,

for the time being, are to be perpetual

members of the Board of Trustees. The
donations of respectable individuals resi-

dent in the East, for the erection of the

building, including that of its founder,

amounted in the early part of the last

year to upwards of £2.400 sterling.

A fund proposed by the brethren at

Malacca, for the widows and orphans of

the Ultra Gauges Missionaries, has been

cordially approved by the Directors,

who have contributed £100 towards its

establishment.

Java.

Mr. Slater having recovered his healthy

returned to Malacca in November, 1818,

and was enabled to pursue his Chinese

studies without interruption. In April

last he sailed for Batavia, with a view to

the revival of the mission in that city,

commenced by the late Mr. Supper. On
landing he received the most friendly and

hospitable attention from Mr. Robinson,

the Baptist Missionary. His reception

among the people was favourable, and

they listen to him with attention. He
has distributed among them, from house

to house, the Chinese Scriptures, cate-

chisms, spelling books, and other tracts

to the amount of about 15,000. During

his voyage he had favourable opportuni-

ties of distributing various publications at

Sincapore, Rhio, Lingen, and Borneo.

J\'eiD Mission at Ptilo Penang ; or, Prince

of Waks^s Island.

It was stated last year, that Mr. Milne

expected to be able to commence a Mis-

sion in this island ; in pursuance of this

object, Mr. Medhurst visited it in Janua-

ry, 1819, and was politely received by the

late Governor Bannerman, who encoura-

ged his design, and promised support to

the schools intended to be established.

Mr. M. made a commencement during

his short stay, and distributed in and about

the town, nearly 4000 Chinese tracts,

which he afterwards found had been read

with attention. In the beginning of

April, Mr. Beighton, who had studied

the Malay at Malacca, came to this stR-
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tion as a Missionary, and in about three

months was joined by Mr. Ince, who had

studied the Chinese language. Both the

Malay and Chinese schools go on well,

although some of the Mahomedans dis-

cover a degree of reluctance to send their

children to the former.

Proposed new Mission at Sincapore.

A new and promising settlement hav-

ing been formed in this island under the

auspices of the Hon. East India Compa'

uy, and under tiie able direction of Gov-

ernor Raffles and Major W. Farquhar

;

Mr. Milne applied for a piece of ground

in order to commence a Mission. This

request was kindly complied with, and

the Directors judging the station to be

important, not (»nly in itself, but as afford-

ing a facility to the introduction of the

Gospel into the neighbouring countries,

resolved that two Missionaries should be

sent ; Mr. Milton has already proceeded

to the spot from Malacca, and, should

the settlement be retained by the Com-

pany, may ultimately be joined by anoth-

er Missionary.

Amboyyia.

Mr. Kara, who enjoys as a minister,

the patronage of the Dutch Government,

has employed part of his time for some

years past, in the instruction of young

men, in order to qualify them for school-

masters, some of whom are usefully fixed

in different places in the Moluccas. Mr.

K. is also superintendent of the Dutch

schools in those islands, and pays occa-

sional visits to them, and to the destitute

congregations, by whom he has been

gladly received ; he observes, that great

numbers of Chinese reside in the island

of Celebes, and we hope, he will soon

receive from Malacca a number of the

Chinese Scriptures for their use. His

new church was finished, and he had re-

ceived the printing press sent out to him

by this Society.

INDIA.

Calcutta.

We are happy to report that the breth-

ren, Hampson and Trawin, (with their

wives) arrived at Calcutta in February,

1819. Mr. Cogerly, Printer, also arrived
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there on the 13th of September ; all are
likely to afford additional strength to the
Bengal Mission.

The schools under the direction of the

Calcutta School Society, and to which
this Society has contributed, are in a
state of progressive advancement. Great
advantages are anticipated The School

book Society in that city, expended, last

year, about £250, in the publication of

elementary books.

The brethren persevered in their plan

of traversing the streets and lanes of Cal-

cutta, distributing great numbers of ap-

propriate tracts and portions of the sac-

red Scriptures in the native languages.

The Directors state with much pleas-

ure, that the attendance on the preaching

of the word by the English, resident in

the city, was on the increase ; and that

in .lune last, Messrs. Tou nly and Keith

commenced, in the afternoon of the Sab-

bath, a service in Bengalee. The chapel,

which is greatly needed, is in a state of

forwardness, and the subscriptions to-

wards its erection amounted, in October

last, to about £2,328.

In the decline of the year 1818, Messrs.

Townley and Keith occupied a new sta-

tion called Tally Gunge, about four

miles from the city, in the midst of an

immense population, it being calculated

that a circle of three miles around the

spot mentioned, contains not less than

1(X),(X)0 souls. The brethren visit, and

preach alternately at this place ; a school

has been opened, and they avail them-

selves of the opportunity of distributing

tracts on the highways as they go to this

place, and as they return to Calcutta.

They are accommodated by a gentleman

of that city with the use of a substantial

brick house at Tally Gunge for three

years, gratuitously.

The brethren have obtained two spots

of ground in the north-east quarter of the

city for the erection of two native chap-

els, or Bungalows, where they intend to

address the natives.

The Bengal Auxiliary Society,

This Society affords important aid to

the cause. Since their last Annual Re-

port, they had received more than 4,000

Sicca Rupees , and among the subscri-

bers are 2.S natives, who are neither bap-
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tized) nor even candidates for baptism.

The number of tracts printed in the na-

tive language amounted to 33.000. The

press procured at Calcutta, with the

types, kc. sent from England by this So-

ciety, had been fixed at Chinsurah, but on

Mr Gogerly's arrival it was thought

more eligible to establish the Printing

Office at Calcutta.

It is painful to the Directors to mention

the death of Mrs. Hampson in about six

months after her arrival in India ; the

sufferings of her bereaved husband on

the heavy loss, cannot be adequately ex-

pressed.

Chinsurah,

Mr. Pearson, who continues to enjoy

excellent health, together with Mr. Harle,

conduct the numerous schools under

their care with vigour and success. The

British System has been introduced into

one or two of them with great advantage.

Messrs. Townly and Hampson who visit-

ed the schools in the last autumn, report

that they were in the most prosperous

state, and that the scholars discover a

great thirst for knowledge. Mr. Hamp-
son gives a report equally favourable of

the schools which he visited at Bankee-

poor, under the particular superintend-

ence of Mr. Harie. The brethren also

preach to the natives very frequently, in

about twelve different places. They have

also printed several school books. " The
cause of education," says Mr. P. ''excites

a deep interest in this part of India ;
' and

he expresses his opinion of the eligibility

of Chinsurah to be made a permanent

Missionary station The Directors have

lately sent out to them a fellow labourer,

Mr. George Mundy, to assist in the man-

agement of the schools.

Benans.

The Directors have for many years

cojitemplated the establishment of a Mis-

sion in this celebrated and populous city,

and they are now happy to state that they

sent out in October last, Mr. Matthew T.

Adam, from the Seminary at Gosport.

He is directed to proceed in the first

place to Calcutta, and there to make such

inquiries and preparations as may be ne-

cessary to facilitate the object of his ul-

terior destination, when another Mission-

ary will be senf out to join him

!^RY SOCIETY. 107

Vizagapatam.

The communications from this station

received during the last year, are so very

brief as to induce a suspicion that some

part of the des[")atches have miscarried ;

the Directors, however, are happy to

learn that the prospects of the Mission

brighten, and that the brethren are ani-

mated in their labours by the expecta-

tions of greater success.

Thore are fuur native schools, and one

English school, which are well attended

the number of children about 160. In

some of them the Scriptures are read,

and certain portions of them repeated

correctly. Among the adults there is an

increasing desire to hear the Gospel, and

various topics of the Christian religion

are discussed in an interesting manner by

the more learned nutives.

Mr. Pritchett, of this station
,
havmg

accomplished his great object in visiting

Madras, to superintend the printing of his

Teloogoo translation of the New Testa-

ment, intended to return to his post in

April, 1819, and with vigour to proceed

in his version of the Old Testament,

which was advanced about half way
during his residence at Madras. An edi-

tion of 2,000 copies of the New Testa-

ment, has been worked off, specimens of

which have been sent home.

Madras.

Mr. Traveller and Mr. Nicholson, with

their wives, who were sent out (the for-

mer in 1818, and the latter in 1819) to re-

inforce this important Mission have arri-

ved safely. They employed themselves

usefully on board the vessels in which
they sailed.

In the Boys' Free School some hun-

dreds of the poor but intelligent youth of

Madras and its vicinity have been re-

ceived. In June last, there were 180 on

the books, and the improvement of some
of them was considerable ; about twenty

of these meet every Saturday to receive

instruction, purely religious.

The Female Free School continues to be

superintended by Mrs. Loveless, and vis-

ited by pious and benevolent ladies of the

presidency : the number of girls is about
sixtv.
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Beside the Free Schools there are four

other jBngiwA Schools, which are going on

well.

The Sabbath School increases, and the

children show great aptness in commit-

ting portions of the Scripture to memory.

In this school, several young men have

been raised up, who have become devo-

ted teachers in it, and who have formed

themselves into a body, under the super-

intendence of a respectable and indefati-

gable gentleman. To this school a libra-

ry is attached.

Tamul JVative Schools—Of which there

are now eleven ; into some of them

Christian instruction has been introdu-

ced ; and it is hoped that others will

shortly enjoy the same privilege. In

these seminaries are more than 350 poor

Hindoo children. Applications for new

schools have been made, but the brethren

are afraid of incurring further expense,

until they receive the sanction of the

Society. The burden is already consid-

erable, but the Directors hope that the

same liberal spirit which has been dis-

played in Calcutta will be manifested

also in Madras. The total number of

children in the schools is about 700.

Several young men meet occasionally

to receive theological knowledge from

the Missionaries, and it is hoped that from

among these some may be found quali-

fied to become teachers of their country-

men.

A Mr. Taylor, formerly in the civil

service of the Hon. E. I. Company, and

who was well recommended by the

brethren, is now a student at Gosport,

wilii a view to Missionary labours in the

East.

The English church and congregation

in Black Town continue on the increase
;

pleasing accessions have been made, and

the appearance of serious religion among

European residents, the descendants of

Europeans, and the native population, is

truly cheering. Meetings for prayer are

multiplied ; associations for the diffusion

of religious and other useful knowledge,

meet with cordial support, and the atten-

tion of the people to the preaching of the

Gospel is such as lo induce the brethren

to erect another chapel at Persewankum,

nearVepery; the spot tised upon is very

eligible and likely to prove a valuable

accommodation to he inhabitants of the
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neighbourhood. Subscriptions to a con-

siderable amount have been received, and

it was expected, from the characteristic

liberality of the gentlemen of Madras;

that the whole expense of the building

would soon be liquidated. Mr Knill had

the satisfaction of laying the first stone

just before-he left India, and it was ex-

pected that the chapel would be opened

for public worship about the commence,
ment of the present year

In relation to the heathen, the number
is great who not only are disposed to re-

ceive instruction, but who absolutely

thirst for it, and there is reason to believe

that the Holy Scriptures have obtained

a preference in the minds of thousands,

as the word of the true God- Apavoo, a

native of Tranquebar, has been baptized

and admitted into the church, and he now
preaches the Gospel to his countrymen

in their native tongue.

The Religious Tract Society has dis-

tributed 14,000 tracts in the Tamul and

Teloogoo, and the eagerness of the hea-

then to receive them exceeds all descrip-

tion.

The brethren have the prospect of es-

tablishing a Christian library at Madras,

towards which a Catholic gentlemen has

promised £1,000.

The great importance of this Mission-

ary station is such as to require the help

of additional labourers, and Mr. Loveless

earnestly solicits an augmentation of their

number as soon as possible.

Bellary.

The number of native schools, in all

which the principles of Christianity are

introduced, is fourteen, in one of which,

lately established, there are about seven-

ty children, and most of the boys

have committed to memory the whole of

Watt's Catechism, kc. in the Canada lan-

guage. Of the children taught in the se-

veral schools, great numbers have now a

considerable acquaintance with Christi-

anity.

A Sabbath School and an Adult School

have been recently formed A person is

requisite at this station to be wholly em-

ployed in the superintendence of the

schools.

Tlie brethren continue the distribution

of tracts in great numbers, and the de-

mand for tbem sometimes exceeds thoir
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power of supply. Ryadass and Anunde-

rayer, who afford satisfaction by their

moral deportment, have an extensive

knowledge of divine things, and much

fluency in speaking, are very usefully em-

ployed in this department of the Mission.

A small building, situated near the Bazar

road of the Pettah, has been purchased for

the purpose of conversation with the na-

tives.

Mr. Hands's translation of the Gospels

into the Canada language, having been

submitted to the most competent judges

for examination, and approved, has been

sent to press at Madras. In the mean-

while, Mr. H. will revise the following

parts of his version of the New Testa,

ment, aad the whole, it is hoped, will be

furnished in the course of the present

summer. The translation of the Old

Testament was finished in the last year,

^j^nd was undergoing a careful revision.

^ Jtfr. Taylor and Mr. Reeve hare assisted

^ both in the translation and revision of the

Canada Scriptures.

The brethren report the progress of true

/cligion among professing Christians, par-

ticularly among the soldiers of the 84th

regiment. The attendance at the chapel

is highly encouraging, and the increase of

hearers had been such as to require the

enlargement «f the chapel.

The Auxiliary Missionary Society has

raised, during the last year, about £45 ;

and the subscriptions to the Auxiliary Bi-

ble Society, for half a year, amounted to

about £60.—total for thirteen months
nearly £200. The subscriptions to the

Religious Tract Society about £24. About
4000 English and 3000 native tracts have
been distributed, and the brethren say

tliey could have dispersed as many mil-

lions.

The late extension of the British terri-

tory, northward and westward of Bellary,
excite in the brethren a strong desire to

disseminate Christianity in those regions,

and the wish that five brethren should be
preparing at Bellary to labour in that wide
field.

Mr. Jos. Taylor, Missionary at this sta-

tion, who was ordained during the last

year at Madras, was expected to remove
to Complee, to commence a Mission
there, it being regarded, from its very po-
pulous vicinity, a most eligible station,
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Mr. Hands is anxious for another Mis-

sionary, to take the place of Mr. Taylor,

and is exceedingly desirous of seeing the

whole of the sacred volume printed and

circulated in the Canada language.

Bangalore.

The Directors are happy to state, that

with a view of establishing a Mission in

this healthy spot, Mr. Andrew Forbes and
Mr. Stephen Laidler have been sent out,

they sailed with other brethren appointed

to the East, in the ship Henry Porcher,

Captain Phillips, in October last.

South Travancore.

In entering upon this branch of their

Report, the Directors naturally advert to

the loss which this promising station has

sustained by the dangerous illness and
consequent removal to England of Mr.

Richard Knill ; their regret, however, is

somewhat diminished by the considera-

tion ef the benefits the Society is likely

to derive from the information he is able

to impart, from the ardour and success

with which he cordially advocates the in-

terest of the Society at home, and by the

expectation of his being able to resume

his Missionary labours in a cooler climate.

Before he finally departed for England,

he spent a short time in Ceylon, where

he received many kind attentions from

the Wesleyan brethren.

In nearly all the schools in the ten sta=

tions belonging to this Mission, a Cate-

chism is taught ; and Mr. Mead is decid-

edly of opinion, that the chief hope of the

Mission is in the religious instruction of

the rising generation. A central school

at Nagracoil has been established for the

instruction of the most intelligent boys

and girls from the other schools ; and se-

parate school houses for each have been

erected.

At Tittevelly, a new place of worship

has been opened. The number of fami-

lies baptized here is about forty. Another

place of worship has been opened at

Agatesurum; near Cape Comorin, where

several families have been baptized.

Another large place was building at Na-

gracoil, towards which the late President^

Col. Munro, was a liberal subscriber.

The Queen also contributed 300 trees, and

the use of elephants for carrying mate-

rials, &c.



170 REPORTS OP

The mode in which instruction is com-

municated is, at present, more of a cate-

chetical nature, than by a regular dis-

course. The questions asked generally

suggest the answers which the congrega-

tion are to find; and in this case, the

place resounds with responses. Silence

is a proof of inattention, or that the ques-

tion is not understood.

Notwithstanding the discouragement

resulting from the idolatrous processions

and festivals of the natives, many are

disposed to renounce these abominations;

of such persons the most promising are

selected for baptism. Mr. Mead has late-

ly baptized about 500. It appears that

the idolaters in this district annex very

little religious importance to their super-

stitions, nor does Mr. M. deem it indispen-

sable to insist upon a renunciation of

caste.

Mr. Mead has resigned the judicial si-

tuation which he held, and devotes him-

self wholly to the work of the Mission.

Mr. Mault, who sailed from Bombay, in

December, 1818, had arrived at Cochin.

He mentions with gratitude, the friendly

attention of the Rev. Mr. Horner, the

Wcsleyan Missionary, during bis continu-

ance at Bombay.

The rising importance of the South

Travancore Mission, induced the Direc-

tors to send out another labourer, Mr.

Smith, from Gosport, in October last.

Surat.

The Directors regret, that they have

not received more ample account of the

proceedings of Messrs. Skinner and Fy-

vie during the past year ; they are happy,

however, to state, that considerable pro-

gress has been made in the translation of

the Scriptures into the Guzerat ; the

Gospel of St. Mark was intended to be

first published by them ; the Gospel of St.

Matthew having been previously transla-

ted by Dr. Taylor, of Bombay. Lieut.

Michell has been a useful auxiliary in this

good work. Mr. Skinner has applied

himself to learn the art of printing at

Bombay, and will soon be able to attend

the press.

Siberia.

In the Report of la.«it year, the Direc-

tors stated, the arrival of Messrs. Stally-
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brass and Rahmn at Irkutsk, their pro-
gress in the study of the Mongolian Ian-

guage, their visit to Selinginsk, which
they considered a more eligible station

for the Mission, and the serious illness of
Mrs. Rahmn, which prevented their re-

moval to that city. About the close of

May last year, the continued illness of

Mrs. R. rendered it necessary, that she

should exchange Siberia for a more equa-

ble climate ; Mr. and Mr? R. removed to

Sarepta. Mr. Stallybrass, with his family

proceeded in the month of July to Se-

linginsk, where, he observes, there is

abundant employment. He had begun
to visit the neighbouring tribes, and dis-

tribute tracts in the Mongolian language.

He had received much pleasure from a

visit of Captain Gordon, who gave hira

much useful information respecting the

people ofOchotsk ; he mentions also with

gratitude the kind attentions of his Excel-

lency Privy Councillor Speransky, the

new Governor General of Siberia, who
expressed his readiness to afford every

assistance in his power to promote the

cause of Christian Missions. Mr. Stally-

brass has been seriously indisposed ; but

we are happy to add, perfectly restored.

Mr. Swan, who resided for a time at St*

Petersburg, was usefully employed in stu-

dying the Russ language, preaching to a

congregation of English residents, tran-

scribing a Mongolian dictionary, and pre-

paring a small grammar in that language.

It was judged expedient, in consequence

of Mr. Rahmn's removal, that another

Missionary should be appointed. Mr.

Robert Yuille, of Gosport, was therefore

despatched in August last to St. Peters-

burg, where he and Mrs. Y. had a cordial

reception from the friends of the Society.

In December, Mr. Swan, with Mr. and

Mrs. Yuille, accompanied by Noratu, one

of the Saisangs, who had been engaged in

the translation of the Scriptures into the

Mongolian language, took an affecting

leave of their friends at St. Petersburg,

among whom were Drs. Paterson and

Henderson, to whom the Society is under

the greatest obligations, and proceeded

on their long journey to Siberia. It is

the duty of the Directors, to record the

peculiar kindne.'s of the Russian Govern-

ment in facilitating their undertaking.
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His Imperial Majesty gave orders, that

letters should be written to all the Gover-

nors in the line of their route, to the Post

Directors in the chief towns, with an open

letter addressed to the post-masters on the

road, also a free passport for horses (which

occasioned a great saving of expense,) to-

gether with a postillion to act as guide

and servant from stage to stage. A letter

also was addressed to the Governor Ge-

neral of Siberia, with his Imperial Ma-

jesty's request that every assistance

should be afforded them.

It is with great satisfaction we add,

that a number of Christian friends at St.

Petersburg have formed themselves into

an association in aid of the Mongolian

Mission.

We rejoice to state, that our travellers

had arrived safely at Irkutsk.

CAlMUC MISSION.

Sarepta,

Mr. and Mrs. Rahmn arrived here in

August last, after a journey of nearly

three months, and we are glad to say,

that Mrs. R. subsequently recovered her

health in a considerable degree Mr.

Rahran immediately applied himself to

the study of the language, and with such

success, that he will soon be able to en-

ter fully upon his work as a Missionary

to the Calmucs. Having visited Astra-

chan, on the recommendation of Dr.

Paterson, he found it the most eligible

station for the Mission, as it is in the cen-

tre of the tract to which the roving life

of that people is confined, and within a

day's journey of which, it is computed

there are from 75 to 100,000 souls. It

appears, that the brethren from the Scot-

tish Society, who reside at Astrachan,

confine their labours to the Tartars, so

that the field, as to the Calmucs, so far as

relates to that Society, remained unoccu-

pied, and the measure proposed, of our

Missiondry residing at Astrachan, appears

on a correspondence with the Committee
of that Society to be perfectly agreeable

to them, and they have kindly promised

to afford every friendly assistance in their

power. The Directors have therefore

authorized Mr, Rahmn to remove from

Sarepta, and fix his residence at Astra-

rhan.

GREEK MISSION.

Zante.

Mr. Lowndes, who had resided for a
considerable time at Malta, preparing to

enter more directly on the Greek Mission,

removed to Zante in April, 1819, having

previously visited Cephalonia and Ithaca.

Mr. Lowndes has employed himself in

perfecting his acquaintance with the

modern Greek, and has now little dif-

ficulty in conversing in that language

;

he has also been engaged in translating

Mason on Self-Knowledge, and in com-

piling a Lexicon in English and Romaic.

In August last, by the instrumentality

of Dr. Pinkerton, an Auxiliary Bible So-

ciety was formed at Zante, and Mr.

Lowndes accepted the appointment of

Secretary—an office, which it is hoped,

will facilitate his endeavours as a Mis-

sionary. Mr. Lowndes is permitted to

open his house for worship on the Sab-

bath, and about 40 persons, chiefly of the

military attend ; there is no other public

service among the Protestants in the isl-

and. The Senate of Corfu have deter-

mined on the establishment of schools in

all the Ionian Islands, in order to intro-

duce the English language. Schools

have accordingly been commenced in

Cephalonia and Ithaca, and it has been

proposed to Mr. L. to engage in a similar

work in Zante ; the Directors have con-

sented to his making the experiment for

one year, judging that it may ultimately

promote his principal object.

Malta.

Mr. Wilson successfully prosecutes his

study of the modem Greek and Italian

languages, and was preparing for the press

two religious tracts in the latter. He
preaches twice every Sabbath, and on

the Wednesday evenings ; he also holds

three prayer meetings every week, as

well as a monthly Missionary prayer

meeting. In consequence of the distri-

bution of religious tracts among the mili-

tary, fifteen persons have been induced

to attend at the chapel. Mr. L. is very

desirous of proceeding to his ulterior

destination in the Ionian islands ; but

wishes another resident preacher to be
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sent to Malta ; but the Directors have

not as yet thought it expedient to adopt

that measure.

Mr. Wilson succeeds Mr. Lowndes as

Joint Secretary with Dr. Naudi and Mr.

Jowett of the Malta Auxiliary Bible So-

ciety, and has united with them in send-

ing the Scriptures to Messina, Smyrna,

Alexandria, k,c. A school also on the

British system has lately been commen-

ced.

SOUTH AFRICA.

t?rt;>c Toum.

The Rev. Messrs. Campbell and Philip,

who had proceeded as a deputation to

Africa, from this Society, arrived safely

at Cape Town, on the 261h of February,

1819. They waited immediately on

his Excellency, Lord Charles Somerset,

Governor of the colony, who received

them with much politeness, gave them

permission to proceed beyond the bound-

ary of the colony, and promised them

assistance in their journey to visit the

Missionary stations.

While preparing for their intended tour,

Mr. Moffat, Missionary, arrived at Cape

Town, from JSamaqualand, accompanied

by Africaner, who formerly destroyed

the Society's settlement at Warm Bath,

but is now a humble, pious Christian.

The answers which he gave to questions

proposed to him, at public meetings in

Cape Town, &lc. are already before the

public, and display a greater acquaint-

ance with Christian doctrine and experi-

ence, that could reasonably have been

expected. But what cannot the power

of Divine Grace effect ? In him seems to

be exemplified that wonderful change,

which the prophet Isaiah describes, (chap,

xi.) " The wolf also shall dwell with (he

Iamb, &ic." The extraordinary change

of this man's character, naturally attract-

ed the attention of the Government, who
expressed much satisfaction on the occa-

sion.

Soon after the arrival ofthe Deputation,

permission was obtained from the Gov-

ernment, to build a chapel in Cape Town,
and land has been purchased for that

purpose. The congregation which attend-

ed Mr. Philip's ministry, increased in a

few weeks from 25 to 150 or 200^persons,

among whom are some of the most res.
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pectable English 'residents, When Mr,

P. shall have acquired the Dutch lan-

guage, it is expected the number will be

greatly increased Contemplating the

prospects of usefulness, from the preach-

ing of the Gospel at Cape Town, Mr.

Campbell is solicitous, that collections

should be made by the friends of mis-

sions in this country, for a commodious
place of worship there, to be under the

wing of this Society.

Every thing being at length in readi-

ness, the Deputation accompanied by Mr-

Moffat, and Mr. Evan Evans, left Cape
Town for the interior. They visited

Tulbagh, Caledon Institution, Hoogte
Kraal, now called Pacalt's-dorp, and

Theopolis ; but on account of the war,

could not penetrate into Caffraria, and

therefore returned from Theopolis to

Bethelsdorp, where, deliberating on the

plan of their future proceedings, and

carefully weighing every circumstance

that presented itself to their considera-

tion, it was determined that Mr. Philip

should immediately repairto Cape Town,
and that Mr. Campbell should proceed as

far as Pacalt's-dorp, and there continue

for the present. It proved at that time, a

severe disappointment, that circumstan-

ces would not admit of their visiting the

distant stations, but we rejoice to state,

that the Caffre war, having been brought

to a termination, the chief impediment
was removed, and Mr. Campbell, accom-
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Moffat, departed

for Laltakoo; on the 18th of January
last.

The various information received by
our brethren, during their journey within

the colony, is likely to prove of the high-

est importance, as it relates to the future

management of our concerns in Africa
;

and the Directors feel it to be incumbent

upon them to express, in this public man-

ner, their approbation of the proceedings

of the Deputation, and especially of the

firmness, prociptitude,and discriminating

judgment which they have displayed, in

the various circumstances and transac-

tions which have occurred ; and it is

peculiarly gratifying to observe, that in

all the difficult and complicated cases

which had come before ihem, and these

had not been few, they had happily con-

cun-fcd in opinion.
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The presence of Mr. Philip, at Cape

Town, at this particular juncture, being

of great consequence to the Society's af-

fairs, it was deemed expedient that he

should decline the journey into the inte-

rior at present. It may probably be more

necessary, at some future period, and

should Mr. Philip continue only for a few

years as the Society's resident at the Capej

the Directors anticipate, under the bles-

sing of Divine Providence, the most hap-

py results from his exertions, to the So-

ciety's missions in that quarter.

From recent letters, we learn, that

about 1000 Mahomedan chiefly proselyted

slaves, at Cape Town, had renounced

their religion. This step, however, does

not appear to have been the eflFect of due

examination, but may be ascribed to dif-

ferent causes of a worldly nature : they

have, however, declared themselves rea-

dy to receive Christian instruction, pro-

vided the consent of their masters, and

the sanction of the Government shall

first be obtained. From a late census it

appears, that there are at Cape Town,
above 7000 slaves, of whom not more

than 50 enjoy the privilege of Christian

instruction

!

WITHIN THE COLO:?T.

Stellenhosch.

From Mr. Bakker, who, for many years,

has occupied this station, the Directors

have received no particular communica-

tions during the last year.

The Paarl.

On the recomoicndation of the Depu-

tation, the congregation at this place, has

been taken into connexion with the So-

ciety, on the same plan as that of Stellen-

bosch. The people built a neat place of

worship here, a few years apo. for the use

of the slaves ; some of the Missionaries

preached here occasionelly. and stated

meetings were kept up among the slaves.

When Messrs. Campbell and Philip were

at this place, the people requested that a

Missionary might be sent to them. The
brethren proposed Mr. Evan Evans, who
now labours there with great assiduity.

Mr, E. in his last letter informs us that

Messrs. Philip and Moffat called at the

Paarl, on their way to Lattakoo, on the

22d of January. An Auxiliary Missiona.

ry Society has lately been formed at the

Paarl.

Tulhagh.

When the Deputation visited this place,

they found Mf. Ariel Vos in high respect

among the people, and not only active in

the instruction of the slaves in the (own,

but labouring also in all the surrounding

re^on.

Cakdon.

The Directors have received no com-

munications during the past year relative

to the progress of this settlement. The
Deputation, consider its situation as ex-

tremely eligible, and it appears to them to

be susceptible of great improvement,

with a view to which they have suggested

some important measures.

PacalVs-Dorp,

{Formerly called Hoogte Kraal.)

Mr. Messer, who succeeds our late ex-

cellent Missionary, from whom this sta-

tion derives its present name, arrived here

in January, 1819, and immediately took

the charge of the Institution. Mr. Mes-
ser speaks highly of Mr. Pacalt, and in-

forms us that he has left the whole of his

property, valued at more than 3000 rix-

dollars, to this Society. The Deputation,

who arrived here in June, were much
gratified with the great improvements

which have been made here. There

were, then, belonging to the Institution,

five waggons, 150 oxen, 100 cows, and

53 calves. The land is cultivated for re-

ceiving 100 sacks of seed wheat, and the

people are usefully employed in various

kinds of labour. The v. omen appe ar in

church, as neatly dressed as in most coun-

try congregations in England. In the

school, the numl)er bad increased to about

70. The number of garde ns had also in-

creased Mrs. Messer has begun a knit,

ting-school, in which about 20 girls make

quick progress. Mr. M. is of opinion that

tlie work of true religion is begun in the

hearts of many. A Sabbath-school has

been instituted, one advantage of which

is, that the people w.'io come from a dis-

tance to public worship, have an oppor-

tunity .'^f learning to read.
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Bethelsdorp.

The church at this station consists of

about 200 members, -.od the Deputation

are of opinion that as much piety exists

among them, as is usually found in .^n

equal number of persons belonging to

Chrisiian societies in England, in which

attention is paiil to personal religion

;

and, irrespectively of this hap))y effect of

the gospel on their minds, a standard of

morals has been established among the

people as a body, besides the visible im-

provement w hich has been made in their

outward condition. Durinfi their visit at

Bethelsdorp, the Deputatirnj united ,with

the communicants in celebrating the

Lord's Supper. Thei"* account of this

interesting meeting shall be recited in

their own words.

" Whilst at Bethelsdorp, we showed our

obedience to the dying command of

Christ, and our confidence in each other

at the table of the Lord. We have not

heard that any of the members were ab-

sent, and AC enjoyed a delightful season.

We recollected the pleasure we had en-

joyed in times that are past, and looked

forward with joy to the period when there

shall be one Shepherd and one sheep-

fold. How would the thousands which

assemble from the various parts of the

kingdom, to attend the anniversar)' of our

Society ; how would the many thousands

of Christians in Great Britain, who are

interested in the cause of missions, have

felt, to have witnessed such a gladdening

scene a-- these poor Hottentots exhibited

at the table of the Lord. Could they

have contrasted them in their former situ-

ation, in their sheepskin karosxcs, covered

with filth, and in the lowest state of mo-
ral degradation, with their present neat,

clean, decent, and devout appearance,

when engaged in comuiemorating the

death of Christ, they would have thought

themselves amply repaid for all their ex-

ertions, and would have felt a stimulus in

the cause of missions unknown before."

. As to the local situation of Bethelsdorp,

our brethren consider it so extremely

unfavourable as to justify the removal of

the Institution as soon as a more eligible

spot can be obtained.

[not.

T%eopolis.

In giving their report of this settlement,

the Directors necessarily advert to the

terror into which its inhabitants were

thrown by the breaking out of the CafFre

war, and the depredations which ensued

;

they state, however, with thankfulness to

God, that not a single individual was ei-

iher killed or wounded. Of 1800 head of

cattle, they saved about 1000, and the

manner iti which they defended them-

selves excited the admiration of the mili-

tary gentlemen of the colony.

The number of persons who belong to

this settlement arc about 500, the church

consists of about 100 ; in the school there

are about 240, but the numbers fluctuate

greatly. There are about 80 gardens, in

which Indian corn, pumpkins, &c. were

produced, and much ground planted with

tobacco, but all have suffered severely by

the Caflfres.

The men are engaged in useful employ*

ments, and the women making mats, &c.

kc. Thus the work of civilization hap-

pily proceeds.

BEYOND THE COLONY.

Caffraria.

There appears to be no probability that

the Mission at Kat Revier, where the late

Mr. Williams resided, will speedily be re-

newed ; various obstacles have arisen

which prevented the Deputation from ta-

king any steps in relation to this object.

Mrs. Williams is receiving instruction at

Cape Town, with a view to qualify her

for conducting a school.

Griqua Town.

The number who attend the preaching

of the Gospel on the Lord's Day is about

300 ; on the week days the attendance is

very irregular, which arises, in a great

measure, from the vagrant habits of the

people. Mr. Anderson complains of the

indolence, and in some cases, of the im-

morality of some of the inhabitants, the

want of parental attention to the educa-

tion of children, and the declension of

some professing Christians. But in the

schools, the brethren have succeeded in

establishing a stricter discipline, and, as

far as practicable, the British system has

been introduced, and with ^ood effect

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES.
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Mr. Helm continues at this station, and

has printed a few r.o[)ies of a Boot cliuana

spelling-book, which had been prepared

by the brethren at Lattakoo. From

abundant rains which have fallen, the

earth has been more than usually produc-

tive.

The Missionaries of this station occa-

sionally visit the out-posts at Campbell

and Hardcastle, and Mr. Andersoii hopes

that a blessing: attends their labours at

those places.

JVew Lattakoo.

All the information concerning this sta-

tion which the Directors are able to com-

municate, is derived from a letter of Mr.

Moffat, who visited it in the autumn of

1818. The chapel was then completed,

a house for the Mission was in building,

several good gardens formed, and the wa-

ters of the Krooraan led out to a consi-

derable extent ; but Mr. Campbell having,

in January last, set out with Mr. Moffat

to visit this distant settlement, ample in-

formation may hereafter be expected.

Bethesda.

(Formerly called Orlam's Kraal.)

Mr. Sass, unable to support the intense

heat, had retired for a time to Griqua

Town, but returned to his station in

March, 1819, in an improved state of

health. The Directors regret that they

are not furnished with an account of the

spiritual state of this settlement.

JSTamaqua Missions.

(Africaner's Kraal.)

Mr. Moffat, who resided here for a time

paid a visit, in September, 1818, to Griqua

Town and Lattakoo ; when he returned

in the next month, he found the people

had been so much afflicted by his absence,

that they entreated him with tears never

to leave them again. At that time the

Settlement presented a most melancholy

appearance, owing to great want of rain.

In this exigency, special prayer was offer-

ed to the God of heaven, and the thirsty

earth was shortly after blessed with abun-

dant showers. The effect of this circum-

stance on the Namaquas was peculiarly

Witerestinsr
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fVarm Bath.

In our last Report it was stated that Mr.

Ebner, ^fter residing at Africaner's Kraal

for a considerable time, bad returned to

Warm bath, where he met with many se-

vere trials, and that things in general wore

a gloomy appearance. Varifius reasons

afterwards induced him to leave the sta-

tion, and retire into the colony, and hav-

ing at the Paarl met with our Deputation,

arrangements were mutually agreed up-

on, which terminated his connexion with

the Society.

AFRICAN ISLANDg.

Mauritius.

Mr. Le Brun contmues his labours in

this island; and a few additions have been

made to the church under his care. The
Auxiliary Missionary Socidy flourishes,

and 'he subscriptions amount to about 30

dollars per month ; the produce is devot-

ed to the support of the Madagascar Mis-

sion.

Madagascar.

It was stated in our last Report that Mr
and Mrs. Bevan had left the Isle of France

for Madagascar, in Decemb( r, 1818. Oa
their arrival there, they were suddenly

informed, that Mr. Jones (the other Mis-

sionary there) had just lost his wife and

infant. The impression produced by this

intelligence was most afflictive ; he never

recovered from the shock ; and lamenta-

ble to relate, he also died in a few days.

Mr. Bevan 's infant died a few days before

her father, and the distressed widow sur-

vived her husband and child only about

a fortnight. In addition to these calami-

tous events, Mr. Jones was, himself visited

with the Malegache fever, from which?

however, he recovered.

Whilst the Directors contemplate these

melancholy events, they sympathise with

the relatives and friends of the deceased,

and mourn the Ios.s sustained by the infant

Mission, they feel it their duty calmly to

submit to the sovereign will of the All-

wise Disposer of human affairs, fully per-

suaded that these events, however myste-

rious and painful, will nitimately conduce

to his own glory, and to the advancement

of the Saviour's kingdom among men.

Mr. Jones, undismayed by these strokes

M bich he severely felt, resumed his la-
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bours, determined, if possible, to persist

in them, until he should be assisted by

another Missionary ; but we are pained

to add, that in the course of a few months,

a return of his disorder so disabled him

from service, thai he was obliged to re-

tire from the promising field of labour, to

the Isle of France, for the recovery of his

health. This necessity he deeply regret-

ted, as appearances were very favourable.

He had been treated with the greatest

kindness by the natives, and had received

encouragement to proceed, by one or

more of the chiefs.

The Directors b'iing desirous to prose-

cute the Madagascar Mission, are prepa-

ring to send suitable labourers to that

island.

WEST-INDIES.

Demerara.

Mr. Davies's congregation at George-

town consists chiefly of negro slaves, from

the plantations up the river; an addition

of 30 has been made to the communi-

cants principally from one estate, the re-

spectable owner of which observes, that

their conduct is exemplary. The mem-
bers of the congregation take pains in

teaching their neighbours, by means of

Catechisms, Hymns, &.c. so that thou-

sands of children, and many infirm per-

sons, who cannot reach the Chapel, are,

in a greater or less degree, made acquaint-

ed with the gospel.

In Mr. Elliott's Congregations in

George Town, and on the West Coast of

the Demerara River, religion seems to

prosper. Four or five hundred negroes

can read the Bible well. Mr. E. has met

with much opposition ; yet facts oblige

the most violent adversaries to the in-

struction of the slaves, to admit, that the

religious negroes are the best and most

trustworthy in the plantations.

The chapel has been occupied for

some months, though in an unfinished

state. Mr E's ministry being very use-

ful among the slaves, the Directors have

contributed, on behalf of the Society,

£200 towards the building; £163 has

been subscribed by the white and colour-

ed inhabitants, and upwards of £40 by

the slaves themselves.

Tt was intimated, last year, that Mr.
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Mercer, in consequence of the obstacles

thrown in the way of his labours in

Trinidad, bad retired to this colony,

where he was usefully employed. We
have since been informed that he assists

at Le Resouvenir, and occasionally

preaches at George Town ; but it has

been judged expedient that he should

proceed to what is called, the Arabian

Coast, which Mr. Elliott had sometimes

visited, there being in that quarter not

less than 15,000 slaves, totally destitute

of religious instruction. This object ap-

peared the more desirable, as a congre-

gation of about 100 persons had been

formed at Fort Island on that river, by
means of an individual from Mr. D's con-

gregation, who had removed thither.

These people, though not rich, are gene-

rous, for they have built a small chapel,

and have agreed to form an Auxiliary

Missionary Society. Mr. Davies had

introduced Mr. Mercer to the people ;

but a final decision respecting bis perma-

nent residence there, is deferred until

the mind of the Directors shall be com-
municated.

Berhice.

Mr. Wray's chapel, towards which the

Society contributed £200 was opened in

February, 1819. The attendance is

good ; 14 adults have been baptized,

and seven admitted to the Lord's table
;

about 80 young people are under instruc -

tion, 60 of whom are the children of

poor free people or slaves ; several old

people attend occasionally. Mr. Wray
spends part of every day in visiting the

sick, and conversing with aged and infirm

negroes ; he also frequently attends fu-

nerals, which gives him an opportunity

of addressing great numbers on the

things of salvation. An Auxiliary Mis-

sionary Society was formed in August

last, and about £40 has been subscribed.

Trinidad.

Mr. Adams has laboured under pecu-

liar disadvantages, especially from some

existing regulations, and is not permitted

to reside among the American refugee

negroes, as was proposed. The Direc-

tors having taken into consideration the

various unfavourable circumstances af-

fecting the Mission there, have given
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orders for the recal of Mr. Adam from

this station, in which great expense ha^

been incurred, but they fear without pro-

portional advantage.

Missionary Seminary.

The Report of the Deputation, con-

sisting of the Rev, Drs. Waugh and

Smith, and the Rev. Henry Forster Bur-

der, accompanied by the Treasurer, who,

lately visited the Seminary at Gosport,

afforded to the Directors the most lively

satisfaction, both as it respected the

unceasing care of the venerable tutor,

the Rev. Dr. Bogue, and the successful

exertions of his son, Mr. David Bogue

in bringing forward, to very considerable

proficiency, the minds of the students in

their acquaintance with useful literature,

which, by the blessing of heaven, will

assist them in the important work of

preaching the everlasting Gospel, and in

translating the Holy Oracles of God into

the languages of the heathen The De-

putation speak very favourably also of

their knowledge of Divine truth ; of their

personal religion, and of their blameless

moral deportment ; and they are of opin.

ion that the Seminary has never been,

at any period, in a more prosperous state.

Funds, and Conclusion.

On a review of the proceedings of the

Society, during the past year, the main

particulars of which have now been pre-

sented, the Directors congratulate this

Meeting on the progress of the Society's

Missions, in general, and the enlarging

prospects which are opening at several

of its stations; whilst with regard to

Africa, from the judicious measures

adopted by the Deputation, there appears

much ground of encouragement as to the

future posture of its affairs in that quarter-

In relation to the pecuniary state of

the Society's concerns, the Directors are

happy to observe, that the amount of its

income during the past year exceeds in

the sum of £2116 19s 6d. that of any

former year since the foundation of the

Society ; the total amount of receipts

being £25,409. 16s.-4d. They are, how-

ever, concerned at the same time, to add,

that this sum falls short of the amount

yovember, 1820.

of the expenditure during the same pe-

riod, in the sum of £736. Os. 3d. the

amount of the disbursements being £26
lio. 16j>. 7d. The meeting, therefore^

will perceive in this fact alone an incen-

tive to more vigorous exertions. But

when it shall further consider the great

additional expense the Society either has

incurred, or is incurring, by the new Mis-

sions which have recently been est:iblish-

ed in the East
;
by those which are in

course of establishment in the same quar-

ter
;
by the reinforcements sent out to

previously existing Missions, and that

which will soon be incurred by the send-

ing out of several more Missionaries to

that and other parts of the world during

the ensuing year, the Directors feel per-

suaded, that no further statements will

be deemed necessary in order to inspire

new ardour and dctivity at home, to meet

the progressively increasing demands

upon the Society from abroad.

The liberality and exertions of the

various members of the Society, during

the past year, and especially considering

the severe pressure of the times, the Di-

rectors cannot but regard as a pledge of

what will, under Divine Providence, be

effected in the course of the ensuing year.

The establishment of several promising

Auxiliary Societies, in connexion with

the Society, since the last anniversary,

and the increased efficiency of others,

they trust will be regarded as so many
examples for imitation where no Auxilia>

ry Societies have as yet been formed, or

where the requisite portion of zeal and

activity is wanting.

In conclusion, dear Brethren, we look

up to that gracious Redeemer in whose
cause we are all engaged, praising him

for his mercies during the past year, and

praying for his protection guidance, and

blessing in behalf of the Society in all

its future proceedings. After the signal

prosperity with which he has been pleas-

ed already to sanction and crown its ef-

forts, we cannot doubt the continuance

of his favour, and with this expression of

depeudance on his power and on his

goodness, the Directors conclude their

Report, and resign the important trust

confided to them into your bands.

X
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KEW YORK liNSTITUTION FOR THE INSTRUCTION OP THE DEA?' AND DUMB.

II EV. DR. MILLEDOLER'S ADDRESS.

The first public examination of the pupils of this Institution took place in

St. George's Chapel, on the 19th of January last. Before the examination

commenced, the Rev. Dr. Milledoler, at the request of the Board of Direc-

tors, ascended the pulpit, and delivered an interesting and appropriate Address

to the numerous assemblage of our citizens convened on the occasion. At a

subsequent meeting of the Board, a copy of the Address was requested for

publication ; but circumstances, unnecessary to be detailed, occurred, to detain

it from the press. In compliance with our solicilation, the Author has, at

length, obligingly furnii^hed us with the manuscript, and we have now the

pleasure to present it to the Readers of the American Missionary Register.

ADDRESS, kc.
'

Privation of llie facuhios of hearing

and of speech, must certainly be clussed

among the greatest calamities of our na-

ture.

Privation of the faculty of bearing, is

styled deafness—Dumbness, as the term

is generally used, arises not so much from

any natural imperfection of the organs of

speech, as from deafness. The dumb are

incapable of using language, the sounds

of which they have never been able to

hear, and consequently have never been

able to imitate.

To inquire into the nature of these de-

fects, and the means of their relief, be-

longs to the dopnrlment of the Physiolo-

gist. We shall confine our remarks to

persons who were either born under these

disadvantages, or have suflVred under

them from the morning of life : cases so

hopel»^ss in their nature, that remedies

have never been applied, or being applied,

have bafiled the resources of the healing

art.

The number of our race born Deaf and

Dumb, or early deprived of the faculties

of hearing and of utterance, is much
greater than is generally supposed. This

fflct has been well ascertained, by found-

ing schools of instruction for their relief.

That their situation is distressing, and

in some respects appalling, is uiujuestion-

able. When we consider, that they are

cut off from their infancy from some of

the principal endearments of filial and
social life ; that they are constantly view-

ed, even by their nf arest and dearest re-

latives, as objects of commiseration
J that

in many instances, they are kept out of

sight, and secluded from almost all the

enjoyments of youth of their own age
and sex ; that they are excluded from all

that cultivation of intellect, which gives

expansion to genius, and energy to mind,

together with all the delight connected

with intellectual research and improve-

ment ; that their minds, in a state of va-

cuity but little removed from idiotism,

are, like a deserted house, left to decay

and ruin, or a deserted field, abandoned

to tlipbriarsof the wilderness : but, more
especially, when we consider, that they

are in a great measure destitute of the

means of knowing God—themselves

—

their duty—and the results of its perform-

ance or neglect, we shall easily perceive

that they lal)our under no common cala-

mity, and that their situation is indeed

such as to claim our tenderest sympathy,

and to excite in their behalf our most ac-

tive and energetic exertions.

The two great inlets of human know-

ledge are sight and hearing ; of these,

the loss of sight has generally been con-

sidered as the greatest deprivation. But

when we consider, that early defect of

hearing involves the loss of language,

which is the principal medium of mental

intercourse, we shall easily perceive that
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il presents by far the most formidable bar-

rier to intellectual improvement.

As an opinion prevailed among the an-

cients, that the Deaf and Dumb were ne-

cessarily excluded from the Temple of

Science, they were abandoned to a state

of mental destitution, for which it was

believed that no remedy was discovera-

ble. Hence those lines of Lucretius.

" V instruct the deaf no art could e ver reach,

.No care improve them, and no wisdom teach."'*

That this opinion is erroneous, is now

proved by indubitable experience.

The instruction of the Deaf and Dumb

began to attract the attention of the lenrn.

ed in Spain, in Germany, in Holland, and

in England, about the close of the 16th

and beginning of the 17th century. At-

tempts to relieve these unfortunate beings

were made by the Spaniards Ponce and

Bonnet
;
by Helmont a German ; by the

Swiss physician Amman, settled in Hol-

land ; and by the celebrated Dr. Wallis

of England.

Several learned dissertations were writ-

ten to show the practicability of instruct^

jng the Deaf and Dumb, followed by ex-

periments, which fully proved that the

views of these benevolent and philoso-

phic men, were no visionary speculations

In more recent times, this art has been

successfully cultivated by Father Vannin

and Monsier Perreize in Paris, by Mr.Hei-

nich in Leipsic, by Mr. Baker in London,

by Mr. Braidwood in Edinburgh, by the

Abbees de L'Epee and Sicard in Paris^

and by Mr. Watson formerly the assistant

of Mr. Braidwood, and now teacher in

the Asylum for the Support and Education

of Deaf and Dumb Children of the Poor,

instituted in London in the year 1792. In

that Institution, which has been crowned

with considerable success, the children

arc taught to urite, and to speak articu-

lately ; and to understand what they

write and speak. To fit them for tbe

management of common concerns, they

are instructed in penmanship, and prac-

tical arithmetic ; and to enable them to

earn a livelihood, they are also instructed

in some of the most useful of the mecha-

nic arts.

In prosecuting their ingenious, yet ar-

" Nec ratiooe ulla .io^ere, suadereque surdi*
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duous labours, the instructers of the Deaf

and Dumb have had two objects in view.

First, by teaching their pupils the use

of written language, they have endeav-

oured to enlighten their minds, and to

enable them by these and other symbols,

natural and artificial, to hold converse

with others.

Their second object was to instruct

them in the actual exercise of the organs

of articulation, or to converse by speak-

ing. This last object has been attended

with such serious diflSculties, that it has,

in some instances, been abandoned ;

but as some of the subjects of instruc-

tion discover a much greater aptitude

than others to express articulate sounds,

where such aptitude is found, it may and

ought to be encouraged.

The first object, however, namely,

that of teaching by letters and by signs;

is of vital importance.

As language is an arbitrary thing ; and

as there is no natural connexion between

arti^'ulate sounds and the ideas they are

employed to express—and as all language

is taught, in the first instance, by sensi-

ble signs, it follows, that although the

Deaf and Dumb cannot be instructed by

audible sounds, yet that by the use of

written characters, accompanied by sen-

sible signs, they may not only be intro-

duced into the fields of literature, but

may make astonishing advances in al-

most every branch of science. Dr.

Johnson has styled the instruction of the

Deaf and Dumb a philosophical curiosi-

ty ; that curiosity has since, however,

been very much simplified, and school.^

for their relief are now in the full tide

of successful experiment.

Prompted by the writings and success

of European philanthropists, two Institu-

tions have recently been organized in thi-i

country to meliorate the situation of our

Deaf and Dumb. The first founded at

Hartford, in Connecticut, was incorpo-

rated by an act of the Legislature of that

State, in May 181G. The sf cond, found*

ed in the city of New-York, was incorr

porated in April 1S17. Whilst we detract

nothing from the solid worth of oar sis-

ter institution, we must be permitted to

say, that ours is emphatically the Asy-

lum of the Poor
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Children received into this school have

not only the advantage of the mental

culture and moral inspection of their

able and faithful preceptors, but are also

literally clothed and fed, and so led for-

ward to usefulness and honour, not only

without condition, but in many instances

without the most distant hope of remu-

neration on the part of the Directors.

This Institution is yet in its cradle.

What is to become of it, time and hea-

ven will unfold. Public munificence has

done something in its favour, and will

probably do more. By private munifi-

cence it has been exceedingly encourag-

ed. Its benefactors have done well

—

they have done honour to themselves

—

they have done honour to human nature.

This asylum now rests, almost as much
as ever il did, upon their fostering care.

Embarked in this Godlike work, the

Directors can neither abandon it, nor

persevere without means.

Prudence has already suggested, that

the doors of the Institution be cloyed

against future applications, till our pros-

pects shall brighten. Her voice lias been
heard. In more than one instance it has

also been obeyed ; and it must he obey-

ed, till some favourable change in our

affairs shall call these suffering exiles

from retirement. The strongest motives,

fMow-citizens, that can be presented to

enlightened minds, combine, with re-

sistless force, to recommend to your

care these children of aflliction.

The tremendous disadvantages under

which they labotir, we have endeavour-

ed to reveal. From evils so great, so

complicated, so overwhelming, it is our

object to rescue them, and not only to

rescue them from positive evils, but to

make them partakers of positive good, as

rich as it is extensive. The instruction

they receive in this Institution has an

almost miraculous influence upnn their

temporal happiness and usefulness

On entering this ."^chool, there is an
immediate call for mental exertion.

The dormant powers of the mind are

aroused to action. That action is new,

delighlful, and salutary. They are ex-

cited, they are entertained, and fbcy
nre instructed. The ennui of idleness,

[NOV.

unsocial habits, and marked dejectioD

are exchanged for the sprightliness of in

dustry, the charms of society, and the

pleasures of hope.

If to be drawn from obscurity and no-

ticed with att'ection— if to be introduced

by the knowledge of letters into a new

world, where there is endless variety to

instruct, and endless delight in improve-

ment— if to be conscious of that improve-

ment in our own case, to become objects

of interest and endearment to others, and

to have the power and disposition of do-

ing good almost infinitely enlarged ;

—

in a word, if to become every way more

respectable and useful, can add to the

happiness of a rational and immortal be-

ing—then the Deaf and Dumb are more

happy by their improvement, for objects

around them are like a new creation, and

they themselves are transported into a

new world of improvement and delight.

How differently, under these circum-

st.inces, are they viewed by their friends ?

I^ow, they can correspond with them by

writing, and converse with them by signs.

Now, their society instead of being shun-

ned, has become inexpressibly interest-

ing. Whilst their own countenances

lighted up with intelligence, and beaming

with joy,, discovers the enraptured feel-

ings of tlicir hearts, O, how must parental

tenderness rejoice in sue!) a scene ! There

have been instan<^s in this very Institu-

tion, in which, on witnessing the favoura-

ble change in the children, and especially

their attempts to articulate, the most rug-

ged dispositions have been melted into

tears.

But these advantages, important as they

are, sink into insignificance when com-

pared to such as they derive from a know-

ledge of the word of God ; that word, is

the word of eternal life.

It cannot be communicated to them in

the ordinary way. If the eye could not

be substituted for the ear, in teaching them
the nature and the power of letters, they

would remain eternal strangers to God's

truth, revealed to us in the Scriptures.

A deprivation like this is one of the

greatest that human nature can endure

To live without liope and without God in

the world —to pass through it like beasts

without rcflrclion, or like the benighted

traveller, without .star light or even can-
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die-light to guide him in the way—to be

ignorant of all that can open up the mys-

teries of eternity, shed light upon afflic-

tion, or radiance upon the grave ;—lan-

guage is too poor to express the dreari-

ness of such a state, the depth of such

calamity. Those, and those only, who

know the value of heavenly truth, and

have felt its sacred influence upon their

hearts, can form a just estimate of such

a l»ss.

It was the prophecy of an ancient bard

of Israel, that at the coming of Messiah

the tongue of the Dumb should sing.

That prophecy was fulfilled in the mira-

cles of Jesus ; and is it not fulfilling in

our day, in the preparation that is making

for the Millennial glory ? Does not the

language of Heaven in Providence ap-

pear to indicate, that from that lalter day

glory, not even the deaf and dumb shall

be excluded ? And when we see the ea-

gerness they discover not only to be ini-

tiated in the first rudiments of Christiani-

ty, but also to prosecute their inquiries

in divine knowledge, who can turn away

from them with indifference, or withhold

from them the heavenly boon ?

It is our honour, fellow-citizens, to be

co-workers with God in this matter, and
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if we engage in it from proper motives,

we shall in no wise lose our reward.

To see immortal beings raised by our

exertions, from a state of mental vacuity

to a condition of high intellectual culti-

vation—from a state of joyless and abject

mental poverty, to the exercise and en-

joyment of the best faculties and feelings

of our nature—from ignorance of God,

of themselves, of futurity, and of duty,

to perhaps a saving acquaintance with

them all, is calculated, <!specially when

wo look forward to our future meeting

with them at the bar of God, to afford

pleasure the most refined,the most exalted.

And this pleasure is exceedingly en-

hanced, when we consider, that in aiding

them, we not only subserve the cause of

humanity in their particular case, but also

the cause of our God, and of posterity

unborn.

We shall now introduce these unfortu-

nate children to your notice. You will

judge for yourselves of their improve-

ment, and of the importance of the In-

Ftitution by which they are cherished.

Their presentment on this occasion, is the

strongest appeal we have to offer to the

understanding, and to the hearts of this

assembly.

NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY.

FIRST ANNIVERSARY.

This Society, it will be remembered, was lately formed by a union of the

J\rew-York Bible Society and the J\*eiv-York Auxiliary Bible Society. The first

Anniversary under their united character, an account of which will now be

given, was celebrated on Monday Evening, the 13th Inst, in the Assembly

Room of the City Hotel.

At 7 o'clock, the President, Gen.
Matthew Clarkson, took the

chair
;
and, at his request, the Rev.

Mr. Mortimer, of the Moravian

Church in this city, opened the Meet-

ing by reading the seventy-second

psalm.

The Annual Report was read by

Dr. Mott, a member of the Society

of Friends, and one of the Professors

of the College of Physicians and Sur-

geons.

Two resolutions were then oflfered

and adopted ; the first, to accept and

print the Report, and the second, re-

turning; the thanks of thfe Society to

the Ward Bible Associations. The
former was offered by the Rev. R. B.
E. M'Leod, of the Associate Reform-
ed Church, and seconded by John
Nitchie, Esq. Agent of the American
Bible Society ; and the latter was of-

fered by the Rev. J. M. Mathews, of

the Dutch Reformed Churcb> and
seconded by the Rev. Samuel Nott,

lately a Missionary at Bombay.
When these gentlemen had finished

their appropriate and interesting

speeciies, the Rev. Mr. Ward, a Bap-
tist Missionary from Serampore, who
is on a short visit to this country, rose

and addressed the audience. As "we
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were compelled, by a previous en-

gagement, to leave the room be-

selves of the following outline of his

address, as given in th»; Commercial
Advertiser of tlie succeeding day :

—

"The Rev. Gentleman's speech was high-

ly gratifying, and afforded much interest-

ing information of the state of religion in

the eastern world. Mr Ward observed,

that twenty years had nearly passed away
since he first left his native land to visit

the heathen in India ; and it afforded him

much satipfaction to be present at the ce-

lebration of a Bible Society in this ues

tern hemisphere.

" The Rev. Gentleman then commenced
a most interesting account of the state of

religion in India, by instituting a compa-

rison between the natives of the cast, and

those of our country
;
observing, that no

country afforded such abundant evidence

of superstition as that from which he had

recently arrived. In Hindcoslan there

were one hundred and fifty millions of

souls ; one hundred millions were Pa-

gans, and fifty millions were the devoted

followers of Mahomet. The latter hav-

ing the Koran for their guide ; the former

the Shaster. Some of their popular

works, said the speaker, inculcate the ne-

cessity of human sacrifice. 7'he Shaster

encourages mothers to sacrifice their

children in some favoured stream, and the

Ganges is considered the most direct road

to Heaven. To such a height had super-

stition been carried, that Mr M'Infosh, a

Missionary, related, that he had seen ma-

ny place themsel^s in boats, and after

being pulled to the centre of the stream,

cast themselves into it, voluntary victims

to their deluded education. A Captain in

the British service, was witness to sixteen

females immolating themselves in a si-

milar way. Tiiese victims were general-

ly attended by a Priest. The Shaster also

encouraged widows to burn themselves

on the funeral pile with their deceased

husband ;
they were told that by this act

they would secure the happiness of four-

teen generations. Mr. Ward observed,

that he had been a witness to several in-

stances of self-immolation. A short lime

before he left Serampore, he received

from one of the .ludgesat that place, an

official docnment. rotitainino- a offlip
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widows who had fallen victims to this

horrihle and heart-rending practice in the

viclnitvof Ben;^al. From this document
it appeared that in the year 1815, between
4 and 500 had voluntarily been burnt to

death
; in ISlfi, upwards of 600 ; and in

1817, 706. The child of the victim was
often seen applying the match to the fu-

neral pile which surrounded his parent.

This, said the Rev Gentleman, was in

British India, and was done in accordance

with the doctrine of the Shaster. Such
was the belief of these deluded people, in

the efficacy of the uaiers of the Ganges,

that thousands were brought to its bank,
in the last stages of sickness, and there

remained exposed to a vertical sun, until

death released them from their sufferings.

I could dwell, said the Speaker, on this

subject until midnight, or until the morn-
ing sun gilded the eastern horizon ; but I

will uiake but one or two remarks more.

The mother, in whom ought to dw^ll all

the tender aflVctions which belong to the

female character, here forgets her " suck-

ing child !' She carries it to the favour-

ed Ganges, and there commits it, an offer-

ing to some of her Gods. Shall wf com-
pare such mothers, said 'he Rev. Gentle-

man, to the Tiger of the forest ?—No

!

the beasts of the field have a regard for

their young, and will protect them from

the hand of those who aim the deadly

blow ; but it is often seen that the inno-

cent victims arc torn from the breast oi

those who gave them being, and while

looking up to them for protection, are

cast into the stream.

" Mr. Ward now took a comprehensive

view of the effects of circulating the

Holy Scriptures in India, and mentioned

many instances of conversion from Pa-

ganism to Christianity by the circulation

of the Word of Life. There are now at

Serampore sixteen priiUing presses, and

the Holy Scriptures are printing in twen-

ty-five oriental languages. They have

many large societies, and under their care

one hundred and eleven native schools ;

around Serampore, ninety-two ; at Cut-

wa, eleven ; in the neighbourhood of

Moorsliebadad, tiiree, and at Dacca, five.

In these schools u|)waril3 of ten thousand

native children have the means of educa-

tion. Hundreds, said Mr. W. who a few

vf-ar? ago woi^hippcd gods. in;»dc l)y the
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faandsof man, are noic bumble end sin-

cere worshippers of the living and true

God.

" Mr. Ward concluded by returning

thak.k. to ihe Society, in behalf of hina-
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self and those with whom he had labour-

ed, for the liberal donation of one thou-

sand dollars, presented some years since

by the New-York Bible Society, to aid

the Bible cause in India."

fnui^n 3!nteinflence,

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

REF. MR. CONNOR'S VISIT TO JERUSALEM..

On the 81st of October last, the Rev. James Connor, a Missionary, stationed

at Constantinople under the patronage of the Church Missionary Society of

London, commenced a journey of investigation to the ancient city of Jerusalem.

His object, however, was not merely to ascertain the moral and religious state

of that city and of the country through which he should pass, but, also, to dis-

tribute Bibles and Religious Tracts in various languages, and " to open chan-

nels for their wider circulation."

On his journey, Mr. Connor touched at Smyrna, and at the Islands of Can-

dia, Rhodes, and Cyprus
;
passed through the villages of Beirout, Saide, Sour,

Acre, Nazareth, Napolose, Jaffa, and Rama ; and arrived at the Holy City on

the 6th of March. He was present at the celebration of the Passover, and,

afterward, accompanied the Pilgrims, more than two thousand in number,

to the River Jordan, and the Dead Sea. On this excursion, he passed through

the Gate of Bethlehem, down Mount Moriah, across the Valley of Jehosaphat,

along the side of Mount Olivet, and through Bethany, and the plain and village

of Jericho. On his return from Jerusalem, he crossed the plain of Sharon,

the foot of Carmel, a part of Lebanon, and the Valley of Bekaa, to Damas-
cus. After a residence of ten days in that city, he proceeded through Tri-

poli to Aleppo, where his latest advices were written.

A detailed account of this tour, we have gathered from the April, June, and

September numbers of the London Missionary Register. No apology can be

requisite , for occupying so large a portion of our present number, with so im-

portant and interesting a journal.

Candia.

Under date of Rhodes, Dec. 31,

181 9. Mr. Connor writes—

When I last wrote, I was on the eve

of leaving Constantinople. I sailed on
the 31st of October; and, af!cr a pas-

sage prolonged by calras and contrary

winds, arrived at Smyrna on the 14tli of

November. There ! was compelled to

remain a fortnight, for want of an op-

portunity to Candia; and I employed my
time in preparing for future operations,

and in thinning Mr. Williamson's dep6t.

At length, on the 28th of November,
I sailed, in a Turkish brig, bound to Ca-
nea, in Candia. Contrary winds drove
us into the port of Scio, where we re-

mained two days. I spent some pleasant

hours with Barabas, the head master of
the School there. In consequence of the

visit of Messrs. Allen and Grellet, he has

be^iun to print School papers on the Lan-
casterian plan ; which he hopes to see,

ere long, adopted in the island. I was
rejoiced to find that the printing-press

had at length been attached to the School,

and was fully employed.
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On the 2d of December, we sailed from

Scio ; and on the 5th, arrived in Canea.

I took up my abode with our Consul

there, Signor Capogrosso ; from whom,

and from every member of the family, I

received the most friendly attentions du-

ring my stay in the island.

The day after my arrival, I sent to the

Bishop an Introductory Letter, which I

had brought from the Archbishop of Can-

dia; together with the Bible Society

Tracts printed in Corfu: and, the follow-

ing morning, I called upon him. He re-

ceived me in the kindest manner. We
conversed at large on the operations of

the Bible Society. The Bishop and the

Greeks who were present expressed their

warmest approbation of the Institution.

Having found, on my arrival in Can6a,

that the Plague was rife in the city of

Candia and its neighbourhood, I resolved

to confine myself to Canea, and to ope-

rate there for the whole island. With

this view, I drew up the following " Plan

for the Circulation of the Scriptures in

Candia."

"Our Consul, Signor Pietro Capogrosso,

is to keep a well-supplied dep6t of the

Scriptures in his house at Canea Every

Bishop in the island is to exhort the

Priests in his diocese, to make inquiry, in

their respective parishes, into the number

of Testaments neces-^ary to supply each

FAMILY, at least, with a copy. The Bi-

shop will send this account to Signor

Capogrosso, who will expedite the Tes-

taments to the piMce named by the Bi-

shop. The Bishops will superintend the

sale or distribution of the Testaments,

The prices are to vary, according to the

circumstances of the purchaser. To
those who are so poor that they cannot

afford to pay any thing, but who never-

theless manifest a strong desire to possess

a Testament, a copy is to be given gratui-

tously, with these words inscribed with-

in, "Gift of the Bible Society." The

money received for the Testaments is to

be sent, through the Bishops, to the Con-

sul, who will transmit it to Mr William-

son at Smyrna. The Consul will receive

fresh supplies of Testaments from Mr.

Williamson, as he may require them."

This plan met with the full approba-

tion of the Bishop of Canea, who said he

would immediately adopt it in his own

[NOV.

diocese, and would write to the Archbi-

shop's Vicar in Candia to recommend the

plan to the Bishops of the island.

Before I left Canta, 1 wrote fully on
the subject to the eleven Bishops, and to
the Archbishop at Constantinople

; re-

questing him to give an impulse to the

plan, by uniting himself to the Bishops.

To each of these I sent the two Bible

Society Tracts, printed in Corfu.

I left with Signor Capogrosso 210
Greek Testaments ; and copies of the

Scriptures in various languages, for the

ships that frequent the port of Canea.

Before my departure be had sold many
copies himself, and had written to bis

agents at Retimo and at Candia, to assist

him in circulating them. I left with him
written inatructions. He will regularly

correspond with Mr. Williamson ; and
will inform him of the mode in which he
has disposed of the Testaments.

I made many inquiries into the num^-

ber of Greeks in the island, but could not

obtain certain information : they proba«

biy amount to upward of 150,000 ; the

calculation being made from this fact,

that there are 40,000 males who pay tri-

bute. The Turks are by no means so nu-

merous. The number of Franks is very

inconsiderable, probably amounting to

no more than forty individuals ; and the

only Roman Catholic Ecclesiastic in

Candia is a Capuchin, the sole inhabi-

tant of a monastery in Canea. The only

Jews in the island arc at Canea, and they

do not amount to more than one hundred.

I showed several of them the New Testa-

ment in Hebrew ; but could find no pur-

chaser. I have left, however, two or

three copies with the Consul.

Rhodes.

In the same Letter Mr. Connor

writes

—

Contrary winds confined me at Canea,

for three weeks. At length, on the

morning of Christmas day, 1 sailed for

Rhodes, and arrived here on the 28tb

instant.

The next day, I sent to the .4rchbishop

an Introductory Letter, the Greek Tracts,

atid a digest of my plan for the circula-

tion of the Testaments in his diocese.

The day following I called upon him.

He bade me welcome in the most friend-
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ly manner, acceded heartily to my plans

and wishes, and said that lie would pro-

mote the cause in Rhodes, and would

immf^diately write to the other islands in

his jurisdiction.

These are Leros, the seat of a Bishop

with about 6iX) Greeks—Calymne
the Bishoj) of Leros, 30<)0—Niseros, 1200

—Delos, not the celebrated island of the

same name, 1000—Syme, 3200—and

Karke, 600. The Greek population of

Rhodes amounts to about 18,000.

The Archbishop will also write to his

friend, the Metropolitan of the populous

isle of Scarpanto and its dependencies,

and encourage him to the diffusion of the

Testaments in his diocese.

Our Consul here, Signer Stephano

Masse, a physician, will keep the depot

in his house, and will do all in his power
to promote the sale of the books. I hav e

written a Letter to the Bishop of Cos on

the subject, which the Consul will trans-

mit.

In consequence of the prophecy of a

Santon (holy man,) that the city of

Rhodes is to be taken by the Christians

on a Friday, no Christian is permitted

to have a house within the walls. This

is allowed to Turks and Jews only. The
Greeks have shops in the town

;
but, at

sun-set, they are obliged to pass the

gates, and go to their houses in the sub-

urbs, where they and the Franks reside.

On Fridays, however, during prayers in

the Mosque, both Greeks and Franks are

compelled to leave the town, and the

gates are shut.

The number of Jews here is about

1000 : but here, as in Canea, \ can find

no purchaser of the Hebrew Testament.

I shall leave a few copies of it with the

Consul ; and a number of Testaments
for the ships that touch here.

I left Constantinople with the inten-

tion of proceeding from Rhodes to Sa-

taliab, in Caramania, and thence to Cy-
prus ; but ray progress has been much
impeded by unavoidable delays : the

consideration, therefore, that the Pass-

over is fast approaching, and that before

1 arrive at Jerusalem I have the whole
of Syria to traverse, has brought me to

the resolution of renouncing Caramania
for the present. I shall proceed, there-

fore, direct to Larnica, in Cyprus ; and
Xuvembcr. 1820.
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probably in the same vessel that brought

me hither from Canca.

1 heard, yesterday, that 'he Archbishop

of Sataliah is gone to Constantinople;

and, without his sanction, 1 could do lit-

tle there. Signor AJasse has resided sis

years in Sataliah : he tells me that the

Greeks there speak nothing but Turkish,

which they write in the Greek character :

the Testament, therefore, now in progress

at Constantinople, will be the very thing

for them.

1 shall write again from Cyprus. We
shall sail as soon as the wind permits.

I wish you would request the Bible So-

ciety to send out, as soon as possible, a

copious supply of Greek Testaments, iii

both forms, to Mr. Williamson, that he

may be ready to answer the demands
from the islands. Let them send him
also as many copies of the Scriptures, in

Arabic, and Syriac, and Turkish, as they

can spare. I shall endeavour to establish

depots in Syria, Mesopotamia, and other

quarters.

Would it not be advisable, if circum-

stances permit, to visit the Patriarch of

all the Armenians at Echmiazin, and

consult with him ?

It would gratify me much to find at

Aleppo, on my return from Jerusalem,

a Letter from you or from the Bible So-

ciety, containing hints, suggestions, sub-

jects of research, &c. for my future jour-

ney. If I find myself, on my return to

Aleppo, iu vigour of body, it is my full

intention to visit the Churches on the

banks of the Euphrates and the Tigris,

and should probably go down to Bagdad

or Bussorah. Our resident at Bagdad,

Mr. Rich, is a friend to the ^ible So.-

ciety,

It has struck me, that, through the

channel of the Bombay Bible Society

and Mr. Rich, a ready and safe convey-

ance of the Scriptures might be carried

on to the Churches of Mesopotamia, by

way of the Tigris and Euphrates. On
this subject, however, I shall seek infor-

mation at Aleppo. By operating through

Trebisond, from Constantinople, on the

north, and through Bagdad, from Bombay

on the south, the whole line of country

from the Persian Gulph to the Black Sea

jiiight be readily put in possession of the

Word of God.

Y
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Cyprus.

From Larnica, in Cyprus, Mr.

Connor writes, on the 6th of Febru-

a-y—

My last Letter, dated in Rhodes, will

have informed you of my proceedings

there and in Candia.

Contrary winds detained me in Rhodes

three weeks; and I did not arrive in

Larnica, till the 24th ult.

After a few days' stay in the house of

our Consul here, Signor Vondiziano, I

proceeded to Nicozia, to visit the Arch-

bishop, to whom I had brought an Intro-

ductory Letter from his agent in Constan-

tinople. He received me in the kifidest

manner ; and seemed highly gratified

with the object of my visit to Cyprus. I

showed him the two Tracts on the Bible

Society, printed in Corfu. He glmced

through them hastily ; and frequently ex-

claimed, as he turned over the leaves,

<' A noble work !" He afterwards hand-

ed the Letter and Tracts to the Greeks

present. The operations of the Bible

Society excited their astonishment. The

Archbishop ordered an apartment to be

provided for me in the palace, and I re-

mained with him five days.

During this time, I firew up " Proposals

for a Bible Society for Cyprus," and pre-

sented them to Cyprian. He summoned

a Council of the principal men about

him, and they discussed the matter.

Their unanimous opinion was, that, in

the present impoverished state of the

island, a Bible Society, desirable as it

might be, could not be organized. The

Archbishop, ho\v«;ver; will do all in his

power to promote tlie sale and distribu-

tion of the Greek Testaments ; of which

I have left 250 with him, all of the last

edition. The Archbishop asked for 400;

] have, therefore, written to Smyrna for

160 more.

As the majority of Greeks in this island

are poor, the Archbishop advised me to

reduce the price of the Testaments to

five piastres. To this I agreed ; though

it is only half price. The sum of 1250

piastres, therefore, will be transmitted,

through our Consul, to Mr. Williamson

at Smyrna ; wlio will supply the dep6t

here, according to its wants. I hope that

the Bible Society will keep Mr. William-

[nov.

son's dep6t well filled, that he may be
able to answer every demand upon him.

The Archbishop has given me an In-

troductory Letter to the Patriarch of

Antioch, who resides at Damascus, and

another to the Agents of the Patriarch of

Jerusalem.

The Archbishop of Cyprus is the poli-

tical, as well as spiritual head of the Greeks

in the island. It is his business to collect

their tribute : and, at present, he finds

this no easy task ; the last year having

been a year of scarcity. His multifarious

occupations scarcely allow him a mo-
ment's repose during the day ; and he

spends the greater part of every morning

with the Turkish Governor, transacting

business. The Archbishop of Cyprus is

not subject to any Patriarch ; and he

alone, of all the Ecclesiastical Dignita-

ries, is empowered to wear a purple robe,

to carry a sceptre, and to sign his papers

with red ink. The Archbishop, with the

concurrence of the chief Greeks of the

Island, generally elects his successor;

this election must, however, be afterwards

confirmed by the Porte.

The three Bishops of the Island are

those of Larnica, Baffo, and Cerines.

The Archbishop occasionally holds a Sy-

nod, when the Bishops attend. He also,

now and then, visits the dioceses.

The Island contains about 40,000

Greeks, and 14,000 Turks, and has 40

Greek Monasteries with about 300 Monks,

and two Catholic Convents with six Fa-

thers. The chief School in Cyprus is at

JVicozia, and contains about thirty scho-

lars. Nothing is taught but Hellenic and

Music.

There are about 500 Maronites in the

Island. They reside rhiefly in the neigh-

bourhood of Nicozia and in Larnica;

and have one Monastery, with three

Monks. They have no Schools here

;

but those who can alford to do so, send

their children to Mount Lebanon for

education. The Arabic which they speak

in their families, as I was told by a Ma-

ronite, is very corrupt. He said that it is

much like the Maltese.

There are no Jews in the Island.

1 leave a considorable number of Bibles

and Testaments, in various languages,

with Signor Vondiziano, for the Franks

resident at Larnica, who are very nume-
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rous ; and for the ships which visit the

port ; with many Tracts, in Greek and
other languages, which I did also in Can-

dia and Rhodes.

Having been disappointed in my plan

of visiting Caramania, I have made many
inquiries respecting the languages spoken

along the southern shores of Asia Minor ;

and I find that the language universally

spoken by the Greeks residing along the

tine of co ist from the Gulph of Macri to

Tarsus, is the Turkish, which they write

in the Greek character. As we have not

yet the Book to offer them, my visit

would have proved somewhat premature.

I expect to sail to-morrow for Beirout

;

and must defer my visit to Damascus and

Aleppo, till after the Passover. T sTiall

most probably proceed, direct from Bei-

rout, to the Convent of the Syrian Arch-

bishop.

In order to be able to pass through Sy-

ria and Asia Minor with facility and safe-

ty, I have assumed the Oriental dress.

From Acre, under date of Feb.

23, 1820, Mr. Connor states his pro-

ceedings at Beirout, Saide, Sour,

and Acre.
Beirout.

My last letter informed you of my
proceedings in Cyprus, and that 1 was

on the eve of sailing for Syria.

T landed in Beirout in the afternoon of

Sunday the 13lh inst. and found, to my
great joy, that the Archbishop of Jeru-

salem was there, having arrived, the day

preceding, from Europe, by way of

Egypt. On Monday morning I went to

visit him at the Capuchin Convent, and

found him ofl&ciating at the altar. After

service, I introduced myself to him. We
walked to and fro, for some time, in the

area of the Convent, conversing about

our friends in England, and on the ob-

ject of my Mission. Particular business

calling him away, I promised to visit him

the next morning in the house where he

lodged. I went accordingly ; but our

conversation was so frequently inter-

rupted by the entrance of visitors, who
came to welcome the Archbishop on his

return, and his fatigue from his recent

journey was so evident, that I judged it

best to defer any further conference with

him, till I shall see him in his Convent on
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Mount Lebanon, whither I shall proba-

bly proceed from Damascus. His print-

ing press is not yet arrived. The Arch-
bishop gives me but little hopes of suc-

cess in selling the Scriptures in Syria.

During my stay of two days and a half
in Beirout, I had more than one inter-

view with Monsignor Luigi Gandolfi,

Superintendent of the Catholic Churches
in the Levant. He is an aged and amia-
ble man. He remembers Mr. Burckhardt
well.

I shall revisit Beirout, the Archbishop's

Convent not being far distant.-

Our Consul told me that the popula-

tion of Beirout amounts to about 10,000

souls. Of these about 3000 are Turks,

and the remainder Christians of various

denominations. I shall endeavour to es-

tablish a dep6t there on my return.

Saide.

On the 16th inst. I set out for Saide •

9

and having passed along the foot of Le-

banon, arrived there in the evening. I

found in the inn where 1 lodged, Mr
Fuller, who travelled with Mr. Jowett

in Egypt.

Saide contains, according to Mr. Ber-

trand, about 15,000 souls. Of these,

2,000 are Christians, chiefly Maronites,

and 400 Jews, who have one^ Syna-

gogue.

As we have no Consul in Saide, and

DO Ecclesiastical Dignitary residing

there, I proposed to the French Consul

to take on himself the sale and distribu-

tion of the Scriptures. He told me,

however, that, as French Consul, he

was prohibited from engaging in any

commerce. I returned to my lodging,

rather disheartened, little foreseeing the

providential interference which shortly

afterwards manifested itself. I had given

an Arabic Psalter to a Maronite, for a

slight favour which he had granted me.

He ?at down in the area of the Khan,

and began to read. A number of people

gathered about him, and looked at his

book. Among the rest was the chiet

physician of the place. Mi. Bertrand, a

native of Saide, but of French family,

and very respectable connexions. The

Arabic Psalter attracted his notice. He

came up to me, and inquired eagerly if I

had more Arabic Psalters or any Arabic
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Bibles; paying, nt the same time, that if

I hadfthousands of them, 1 could easily

dispose of Xhcm in Syria. I went to his

house in the evening, and sp* nt about

three hours with him He was aware of

the existence of (he Bible Society, and

had seen Mr. Bunkliardt. He made
many excellent remarks on the good ef-

fects likely to be produced by the Bible

Society ; and said, that if he could do

any thing to promote its objects in Syria,

he was most ready and \\illing to be so

employed. I wrote on the spot a set of

Instructions for him. He undertjfkes,

witli the assis!atice of his brother, who
is Physician to the Pri ice of tiie Bruses,

to sell and distribute the Scriptures

throughout the whole of Lebanon. An-

ti-Lebanon, Damascus and the coast of

Syria, from Beirout to Sour. Mr. Ber-

Irand is well known in the country ; and,

as I have heard from many, has consider-

able influence, and 1- universally respect-

ed. He only waits for the books, to be-

gin his work. Signor Vondiziano, of

Larnica, will be his^Keferee. I trust that

the Bible Socie'y will speedily send out

to Signor Vondiziano a large supply-

Mr Bertrand will corres))ond with Mr.

Tarn, and will give h'm n full account of

the sale and distribution of the Scrip-

tures.

Sow.
On the 18th I set out for Sour, the an-

cient Tyre ; and arrived (here in the

evening I lodged with the Greek-Ca-

tholic Archbishop of Tyre. He will en-

dravour to supply his flock with bibles ;

and will apply to his friend Mr. Bertrand

for them. He tells mc. that in Sour

there are 1200 Greek Catholics, 100 Ma-
ronites, 100 Greek Schismatics, 2(H)0

Montonalis, and about 100 Turks. Re-

lics of the ancient splendour of Tyre are

fevery u here to be seen. Numerous and

beautiful columns, stretched along the

beach, or standing in fragments half bu-

lled in the Sand that has been accumu-

lating forngfs, the broken aqueduct, and

the ruins which appear in its neighbour-

hood, exist as an aflfecfing monument of

the fragile and transitory nature of earth-

ly grandeur.

On the 21st I fiet out for Acre. road

lying along the beach. Mght overtook

us ; and it was past eight o'clock when
we arrived at the jjates of the city,

which we found shut. We could find

no lodging, and were obliged to spend

the night in ihe open air. The next

morning we entered, and were lodged

in the Latin convent.

Our consul, Signor Malagamba, nn-

dertak.'s willingly to promote the circu-

lation of the Arabic and Ht brew Scrip-

tures, in Acre, Nazareth, Tiberias, Sa-

fed, &.C. kc. Signor Vondiziano, of Lar-

nica, will be his referee.

In Acre, according to our Consul,

there are about 10,000 souls ; of them,

3000 may be Turks, the remainder

Christians (chiefly Catholics) of various

denominations.

From the Convent of San SaN
vador ;it Jerusalem, where Mr.
Connor took up his abode, he gives,

under date of March 21st and
April 11th, the following particu-

lars of his journey to the Holy
City, and of his proceedings there :

JVazareth.

My last Letter detailed my opera-

tions between Cyprus and Nazareth.

I arrived in this latter place on Friday,

the 2.5th of February, and remained

t!iere till the tollowing Monday
;
having

visited, in the interval, all the Holy
Place* shown there, and the summit of

Mount Tabor, two hours and a half dis-

tant from Nazareth. The number of the

inhabitants of Nazareth is about 3000.

Of these about oOO are Turks, and the

remainder are Schismatic Greeks, Latins,

Grenk Catholics, and Maronitos. I have

placed them here according to theii- rank

in number.

The Guardian of the Latin Convent,

wher*- I lodged, told me, that the Turks

and Christians of the neighbouring vil-

lage of Cana of Galilee, cherish a sin-

gular notion, in consequence of the mi-

racle once prrformed there They com-

moidy suppose, that, by drinking copi-

ously of the waters of the place, intoxi-

cation is produced.

JVapolose.

On Monday, the 2Sth of February

we set out for Napolose. After passing
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the fine plain of Esdraelon, we arrived

at the village of Genniti, situated at its

extremity. We passed the night there

in a miserable hovel, wiih two Christian

Druses, who had come from their moun-

tains to buy cotton : they observe Lent

very strictly.

The next morning we started with the

dawn. The path led us, at first, through

a narrow stony valley. We had not pro-

ceeded far before we were met by an

Arab, who cautioned us against advanc-

ing, as a company of rol»bers were ly-

ing in wait on the hill-side, a little be-

yond ns: we immediately turned, and

took another road. We passed to-day

through some fine country, and arrived,

about three in the afternoon at >apolose,

the ancient Sychem, beautifully situated

at the foot of lofty hills, embosomed in

trees, and surrounded with gardens

We were not p^tmitted to advance into

the town ti 1 we had seen the Governor,

who, after a conversation of two or

three minutes, dismissed us. We took

up our lodging in the house of a Greek

christian.

In Na|)olosp there are about 100 Chris-

tians, all Greek Schismatics. They have

one church, and two priests. The Jews

there amount to about fifteen individu-

als.

Samaritans in JVapolose.

1 immediately made inquiry about the

Samaritans. My host stepped out, and

fetched their priest: he sat with me

some time ; his name is Shalmor ben

Tabiah : he is a native of ISapolose, and

is about forty years of age.

There are about forty Samaritans in

Napolose. They have but one Syna-

gogue in the town, where they have

service every Saturday. Four times a

year they go, in solemn procession, to

the old Synagogue on Mount Gerizira
;

and, on these occasions, they go up be-

fore sun-rise, and read the law (ill noon.

On one. of these days they kill six or

seven rams. '1 he Samaritans have one

school in Napolose, where thf ir lan-

guage is taught. The head of the sect

resides in Paris.

I accompanied the Priest to his house,

and sat a long time with him. There

were several Jews present
; they seem

to live on friendly terms with the Sama-
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ritans here. The Priest showed me part

of the first volume of the English Poly-

glot!, mentioned b) Maundrell : it con-

bUxed of about a dozen tattered leaves.

He sliov\ed me aUo a Manuscript Sama-

ritan Pentateuch, with an Arabic Version

at its side ; this Version, however, is not

used in their Synagogue He afterward

took me to see ihe S\ na ogue, making

me first take off my shoes ; it is a small

gloomy building. I observed a number

of copies of the Samaritan Pentateuch^

carefully enveloped in linen, and laid

on a shelf in the Synagogue Expressing

a wish to se€ the Ancient Manuscript,

said by the Samaritans to be 3otK) years

old the Priest [)aused and hesitated for

some time Having laid aside his upper

garments, he at length entered the

Sanctuary, and produced the venerated

Manuscript. It is well written on vel-

lum, in the Samaritan character, and is

preserved in a tin roller: it bears the

marks of age, and is rather tattered.

The Priest would not permit me, nor

any one present, to touch it. He was

very inquisitive about the Samaritans,

who he had heard were in England As

it is probable that I shall revisit Napolose,

on my way titjm Jerusah nri to Danjas-

cus, I hofie to have the opportunity of

collecting more information from him.

Jaffa.

The next morning we started for

Jaffa : and arrived, about sun-set, at the

edge of a w retched village, called Gilgi-

uli Here we were compelleti to spend

the niyht under an ()pen shed. A band

of Bedouin? entered, and sat with our

muleteers round the fire which wt had

kindled , they remained with us all

night : their thievish character kej)t us

watchful and sleepless.

We set off with the dawn; and, after

having traversed a w ide plain
;
consisting

of cultivated land and blooming pas-

tures, w e entered Jriffa abo:jt noon, and
proceeded through its crowded B;iZHras,

to the houbc of our consul, Signor Da-

miani. He received me in a very friend-

ly manner, and I lodged with him during

my slay in Jaffa. He will do w hat he

can to promote the objects of the B ble

Society in Jaffa and its nei^;hbourhood

;

and, through his hands, the Scriptures

will regularly pass into Jerusalem.
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Channel for the Scriptures, between

Malta and Jerusalem, opened.

I had been obliged hitherto, in Syria,

to refer our Consuls and others to Signor

Vondiziaiio, our Consul in Cyprus, on

account of the easy and frequent com-

munication between their post and his;

but I found it otherwise in Jntfa, and was

bappy in being able to open, at last, a

correspondence between Pdlrstihe and

Malta, through Alexandria Vessels

from Egypt are continually arriving in

the port ot Jaffa, and vessels from Malta

in that of Alexandria ; so that the com-

munication between Malta and Jerusa-

lem may be carried on briskly and easi-

ly. I wrote on this subject, from Jaffa,

to Mr Lee, of Alexandria, and to Mr.

Jowett.

All the books which Mr Burkhardt

sold or distributed in Jaffa, were collect-

ed and burnt by some of the Priests, who

threatened with excommunication those

who secreted them.

The population of Jaffa consists of

about 3(X)0 Turks, 400 Greek Schisma-

tics, 100 Latins, and 30 Armenians.

There are no Jews here.

Rama.

On Saturday, March the 4th, we set

out for Rama, the ancient \rimathea.

We remained there till Monday, lodging

in the Latin Qonvent. The inhabitants

of Rama amount to 7000 The only

Christian school in the place is that be-

longing to the Greeks.

Arrival at Jerusalem.

On Monday morning we proceeded

towards Jerusalem. After passing over

a cultivated plain, we entered a broad

valley ; at the end of which, turning to

the right, we rode along a stony path in

a narrow glen, amidst the mountains of

Judea. The mountains that bound this

glen are, in general, uncultivated and

rocky, but beautifully tufted with undt-r-

wood. On issuing from this glen, the

road carried us over a fatiguing succes-

sion of stony hills and valleys ; the

country, as we approached Jerusalem,

becoming more and more desolate, till

it terminated in a rugged desert of rock,

which scarcely admitted the growth of

a few blades of grass. About four o'clock

we came in sight of the Holy City : Hs
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first appearance, when approached from
Jaffa, is that of a neat liitle walled town,
seated on a gentle eminence. Outside

the gate was a band of pilgrims, amusing
themselves with throwing st4)nes We
entered the city, and proceeded, through

a few narrow and winding streets, to the

Latin Convent of San Salvador, where
we look up our abode.

Measures adoptedfor securing the sale

of the Scnptures in the Patriarchate

of Jerusalem.

The Archbishop of Cyprus having

given me an introductory letter to Pro-

copius, the chief agent of the Patriarch

of Jerusalem, I waited on him, at the

Greek Convent, two or three days after

my arrival. He received me in the most

friendly manner. He expressed his

warmest approbation of the plan and

objects of the Bible Soci»^ty ; and acced-

ed immediately to my proposal, of leav-

ing a considerable portion of the Scrip-

tures which I had brought with me in

his hands, for sale or distribution among
the Pilgrims and others.

Jn a subsequent visit, I delivered to

bim a paper, of which the following is

a translation :

—

" 1. Procopiiis will keep, in his Con-

vent, a Dep6t of the Scriptures, for the

Greek Christians in Jerusalem and its

neighbourhood ; and will exert all his

influence, to diffuse these Scriptures

throughout the Patriarchate of Jerusa-

lem.

" 2 Procopius will also keep, in his

Convent, a Dep6t of the Scriptures, in

various languages, for the Pilgrims of

the (ireek Church that visit Jerusalem
;

and, when these Pilgrims arrive, he will

cause them to be informed of the exist-

ence of the Dep6i, and will encourage

them to purchase.

** 3. The Metropolitan, Archbishops,

and other Ecclesiastical Dignitaries of

the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, will per-

haps encourage, by Letter or by word

of mouth, the people of their respective

Churches to purchase the Scriptures,

and will commit the distribution of tliem

to men of judgment and fidelity.

*• 4. Perhaps Procopius will be able

to find a faithful and trust-worthy man,

to whom he might confide the sale of

the Scriptures, in various languages, in
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Jerusalem and its neighbourhood. It

would. I think, be the best plan to ex-

pose these Books for sale, during the

Passover, in the Square,* which fronts

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, on

account of the frequent assembling of

the Pilgrims there.

'<5. The Books, thus sold, must be

sold at a stated moderate price ;
and the

Bible Society grants a commission of

ten per cent, upon the money received

for the Books to the person whom

Procopius will employ to sell them.

<' 6. All the money received for the

Books will be put into the hands of Pro-

copius, who will examine the accounts

of the Vender, and pay him commission.

Procopius will also deduct from the mo-

ney received any expense that he may

have incurred for the carriage of the

books from Jaffa to Jerusalem, &c. He

will transmit the remainder of the money

to the Rev. VV Jowett, Strada San Gio-

vanni, Malta, through the hands of Sig-

ner Damiani, British Consul in Jaffa.

Mr. Jowett, who keeps the Great Dep6t

in Malta, will supply Procopius with

whatever Scriptures he may want for the

Pilgrims and others.

" 7. It would afford peculiar pleasure

to the Bible Society, if Procopius would

correspond with Mr. Jowett ;
and woula

give him, from time to time, especially

after each Passover, an account of the

mode in which the Scriptures have been

distributed, specifying the number of

those sold in each language."

Procopius read this Paper with atten-

tion, and gave his full assent- to every

thing that it contained. " Send me the

Books," said he, ' and I shall iramedi-

ately begin ; and when I shall have fur-

nished the Patriarchate with the Scrip-

tures, I will circulaie them elsewhere."

—He will carry on a correspondence

with Mr. Jowett, through Jaffa and

Alexandria.

Procopius is a man of talents and of

extensive attainments, particularly in

languages. His character, as chief agent

* This squire is filled, during the whole

Passover, with venders of crucifixes, beads, and

other trinkets, and is the chief resort of the Pil-

grims. All who enter the Church of the Sepul-

chre must necessarily pass through it.

of the Patriarchate, places him high, in

point of power and influence. And,

when we consider, tha* the majority of

the Pilgrims, who visit Jerusalem, are

Greeks, and that there are about 20,000

C hristians subject to its Patriarch, we
may liop " thai Procopius, from the hearty

good-w ill which he manifests, will be the

instrument of effecting m' ch, in ac-

complishing the objects of the Bible So-

ciety in these parts.

The prices affixed to the Scriptures

sold in these parts must be very mode-

rate The Bible Society indeed, in pro-

secuting its work of charity in the Le-

vant, must expect to encounter a consi-

derable loss. It is not alone the poverty

of the inhabitants that w ill cause this :

it is, more particularly, the deadness

and apathy toward their spiritual inte-

rests in which they at present lie. This

state, however, we may hope, will not

last long.

The Books which I gave to Procopius

for sale were the following—83 Ara-

bic Psalters, 2 Arabic Bibles, 3 Arabic

Testaments, 34 Greek Testaments ; all

these he has sold. I gave him also a

large quantity of Greek Tracts : these he

lias distributed.

Obstacles to the Establishment of a
Bible Society at Jerusalem.

The dissensions which unhappily

subsist among the different bodies of

Christians in Jerusalem, oppose an

insuperable obstacle to the establish-

ment there, at present, of any effi-

cient Institution for the circulation of

the Scriptures.

Of that city, whose very name is

" Peace," and whose peaceful state

should be the d^ure of the Church's

unity on earth and of its rest in heaven

(see Psalm cxxii)—of that city the

Christian Traveller is compelled to

say—

If there be a spot in the world, where

the spirit of religious contention burns

with greater fury than in another, that

spot is .Jerusalem '.

The occupation of the Holy

Places is the great object of con-

tention. These are in the hands of
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the Turks, by whom the right of oc-

cupation is sold to the highest bidder.

The Greeks and Armenians art' friend-

ly to the diffusion of the Scriptures
;

nor do the Latins seem hostile to the

circulation of their Authorised Ver-

sions. When, therefore, the real va-

lue of the Holy Places comes to be

understood by the contending p irties,

through the increase of Divine Light

in these regions, they may be led to

worship in them in peace and harmo-

ny, and to u )ite together for the pur-

pose of making known to all men the

Word of Salv ition.

Under existing circumstances,

therefore, Mr. Connor says

—

The best plan will be, that Procopius

should be the general Depositary of the

Scriptures here, in Romiic, Arabic,

Russian, Bulgarian, WaMachian, Arme-

nian, and Turkish in Greek and Arme-

nian characters for the Christians of

Anatolia. He undertakes to see them

otfered for sale ; and is also willing to

distribute, among the Pilijritns and

others, Greek and Arabic Religious and

Bible Society Tracts.

Language and Schools of the Patri-

archate of Jerusalem.

The language universally spoken,

throughout the Patriarchate of Jerusa-

lem, is the Arabic. Schools are rare
j

consequently, reading is not a very

common attainment. The, Metropoli-

tans, Archbishops and Bishops, are all

native Greeks, and reside in Jerusalem.

Very few of them know any thing of

Arabic, but maintain \a;ents, (natives of

the country) at their dioceses, which ihey

occasionally visit. The Patriarch of

Jerusalem always resides in Constanti-

nople.

Armenian Pairiarch at Jerusalem.

A few days after my arrival, I visited

the Armenian patriarch ; and conversed

with him on the Bible Society, and on

the object of ray visit to Jerusalem,

Both pleased him ; and he immediately

requested me to send him sixty-six of the

Armenian Testaments which I had

brought with me. He gave me four pi-

astres a-piece for them. He took them,

he said, to present to his friends. He

|_NOV,

would give me no encouragement, how^
ever, to sell them openly. Before he
will permit the public sale of them, he
must have authoritative proof that the
edition is sanctioned at Constantinople.
This I will procure for him, when I re-
turn thither.

Syrians^ Copts, Ahyssinians, and Jews
at Jerusalem.

I have visited, more than once, the
Convents of the Syrians, Copts, and
Abyssinians.

The Syrians (who are Nestorians from
Mesopotamia) were pleased with the
Syriac Testaments, and told me that
they would go off rapidly in Diarbekir
and other places. I made a present of
one of these Testaments to their Church
Library, and gave a couple to two of
their Priests, who were on the point of
returning to Mcrdin. The number of
Syrians in Jerusalem is about fifteen.

The Abyssinians reside in the same
Convent with the Copts. Their Chief

Priest informed me, that there are, in all,

about twenty Abyssinians in Jerusalem.

Most of them have been settled here
sojnetimc ; they came hither originally

as Pilgrims, and were obliged to remain
in Jerusalem for want of means to carry

them back to their own country. The
Abyssinian Pilgrims are rare. Some-
times years elapse, and not one appears.

This year one has arrived. He is from

Gondar, and knows Mr. Pearce well. Du-

ring ray conversation with the Priest, we
sat in an arched excavation in the wall

of the Convent ; before him lay a num-
ber of Church Books and fragments of

tlie Scriptures, in Elhiopic, beautifully

written ; they had been brought from

Abyssinia, and the Priest refused to sell

any of them The Abyssinians have no

Church of their own in Jerusalem
; but

perform their service in the Chapels

oi the Copts or Armenians, with whom
they are on friendly terms. They are

chiefly supported (as well as the Copts^

by the .Armenians. As the Abyssinians

are in tl e lowest state of poverty, I put

twelve Ethiopic Psalters into the hatuls

of the Priest, ilesiring him to distribute

them gratuitously among his people •.

this he did immediately, while I was

sitlinc; with him : thev all manifested
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their gratitadc- Among them were

several women who read the Ethiopia

fluently. One of them was pointed out

to me, by the Priest, as the daughter

of the present King of Abyssinia I

afterward went to view their little Li-

brary ; and found their Books (all Manu-

scripts, with the exception of two Psal-

ters, printed in London, given to them

by Mr. Burckhardt) covered with dust,

partly on shelves, and partly in a trunk

in a ruined chamber. All the Abyssinian

Pilgrims have a ready access to these

Books, and may take them out to read

whenever they please.

Among the Jews I have not been able

to do any thing. The New Testament

they reject with disdain, though I have

repeatedly offered it to them for the

merest trifle. As for the Prophecies,

they say, the Book is imperfect, and

therefore they will not purchase; and,

as for the Psalters, they tell me there

is no want of them in Jerusalem. Had
I brought complete Hebrew Bibles with

me, I could have sold many.

OtUbrcUion of the Passover^ at Jerusalemf

by Iht Latins and the Grttks.

The Latin and Greek Eaaters are now
Goncluded. Their ceremonies have been

very numerous I shall transcribe from

my Journal what I have written on four

of them.

Here I must pause, to give yon, in a

few words, some idea of the Church of

the Holy Sepulchre. It is a large build-

ing. In the middle, under the great cu-

pola, stands an edifice of considerable

size, containing the Tomb; over which

are suspended forty-four lamps, always

burning. Of these twenty-one belong to

the Greeks, thirteen to the Catholics, six

to the Armenians, and four to the Copts.

Between the Sepulchre and the sides of

the Church is a large space, open and

free to all ; the Chapels of the different

Communions being in the sides of the

Church. Mount Calvary is within its

walls. You ascend it by a flight of steps,

and on its top are two small Chapels be

longing to the Greeks. The large Cha-

pel of the Greeks is the most splendid and
richly ornamented. For a minute de-

scription of the Church, I refer you to

Maundrell and Chataubriand,

'Voic77j6<r, 1820
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On Palm Sunday (March the 26th)

I went to see the Ceremony of the Latins

After a considerable time had been spent
in singing before the door of the Se-

pulchre, the Deputy Superior of the
Latin Convent (the Superior himself
being in Cyprus) entered the Sepulchre,
with some Priests, to bless the Palm
Branches that lay there. When this

was done, he left the Sepulchre; and,
sitting on an elevated chair, received the

palms, which had b6en blessed, from the

hands of the Priests. These came for-

ward first, and knelt, one after the other,

before the Deputy Superior, receiving
from his hand (which they kissed) a
branch of the consecrated palm. When
this part of the ceremony was concluded,
the crowd pressed forward to receive

THEIR palms. The confusion and tumult
were excessive. The Turks,* with their

sticks and whips, did all they could to

restrain the impetuosity of the people

;

and had it not been for their great ac-

tivity, the Deputy Superior would cer-

tainly have been overwhelmed by the

crowd. When the palms had been
distributed, and the confusion had, in

some measure, subsided, the Priests and
some others walked three times in pro-

cession round the Sepulchre, with lighted

candles, incense, elevated crucifixes, and
palms. They sang as they walked.

When the procession was ended, an altar,

splendidly ornamented, was placed be-

fore the door of the Sepulchre, and Mass

was performed.

On Good Friday, there was a grand

Procession and Ceremony of the Latins,

in the evening. It commenced with an

Italian Sermon, in the Catholic Chapel,

on the flagellation of Christ. t From this

place they proceeded to the Chapel

where, they say, Christ's garments were

taken from him : here was another Ser-

* There are always in the Church, during the

Ceremonies, a considerable number of Turks^

with sticks and whips, to keep the people in order.

This appeared to me, at first, a rather tyrannical

measure j but repeated visits to the Church soon

convinced me, that, without the interposition of

the Turks, it would become the theatre of riot and

disorder. These Turks (who are paid by the

Convents) guard the Processions, and clear the way

for them.

t In their Chapel, the Catholics profess to ^hew

The Pn!ar where this took place,

z
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mon in Ilalian. They then ascend d

Mount Calvary ; and passed first into the

Chapel which marks the spot where

Christ was nailed to the Cross ; the large

crucifix and image which they carried in

the Procession was here laid on the

ground, and a Spanish Sermon was pro-

nounced over it. When this was finish-

ed, the crucifix was raised, and moved

into the adjoining Chapel of the Eleva-

tion of the Cross ; here it was fixed up-

right behind the altar ; a Monk, standing

by, preached for twenty minutes, on the

Crucifixion. The Sermon was in Italian ;

and when it was concluded, two Monks

approached the Cross, ai.d, partially en-

veloping the body of the image in linen,

took off, with a pair of pincers, the

Crown of Thorns from the head, kissed

it, and laid it on a plate ; the nails were

then drawn out from the hands and feet,

with the same ceremony. The arms of

the image were so contrived, that, on the

removal of the nails which kept them ex-

tended, they dropped upon the sides of

the body. The image was then laid on

linen, and borne down from Calvary to

the Stone of Unction, the spot where they

say Christ's body was anointed ; here the

image was extended ; and was perfumed

with spices, fragrant water, and clouds of

incense ; the Monks knelt round the stone

with large lighted candles in their hands
;

a Monk ascended an adjoining pulpit, and
preached a Sermon in Arabic. The Pro-

cession then went forward to the Sepul-

chre, where the image was deposited, and
a Sermon preached in Spanish. This
concluded the ceremony.
On the Easter Day of the Latins, which

is the Palm Sunday of the Greeks, Arme-
nians, &ic. I went to the Church early,

and found it excessively crowded. Most
ofthe people had remained there all night.

The Catholic, Greek, and Armenian Pro-

cessions were long and splendid. In all

the Processions to-day, except that of

the Catholics, Palm Branches were car-

ried, and also banners with the various

. scenes of the Passion painted on them.
The people were very eager to sanctify

their Palms, by touching the banners with
them, as they passed.

On the Greek Good Friday, I went to

the Church, with the intention of spend-
ing the night there with the Pilgrims, and
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of viewing the ceremonies. The Turk-

ish Guard at the gate was particularly

strong ; and they admitted none who did

not choose to pay twenty-five piastres

(about 16*. m.) The Firman which I

obtained at Acre from the Pacha, who is

Guardian of the Holy Sepulchre, saved

myself and servant this expense. It is a

general belief among the Greeks and Ar-

menians, that, on Easter Eve, a Fire de-

scends from heaven into the Sepulchre.

The eagerness of the Greeks, Armenians,

and others, to \ight their candles at this

Holy Fire, carried an immense crowd to

the Church, notwithstanding the sum
which they were obliged to pay. Aboat
nine at night, I retired to rest, in a small

apartment in the Church. A little before

midnight, the servant roused me to see

the Greek Procession. I hastened to the

gallery of the Church. The scene was

striking and brilliant. The Greek Cha-

pel was splendidly illuminated. Five

rows of lamps were suspended in the

dome ; and almost every individual ofthe

immense multitude held a lighted candle

in his hand. The Procession and subse-

quent Service around the Sepulchre were

long and splendid.

I was awakened early in the following

morning by the noise in the Church
; and,

on proceeding to my station in the galle-

ry, I found the crowd below in a state of

great confusion. Some were employed
in carrying others, on their backs, round

the Sepulchre ; others in dancing and
clapping their hands, exclaiming in Ara-

bic—<• This is the Tomb of our Lord !"

Sometimesa man passed, standing upright

on the shoulders of another; and I saw,

more than once, four carried along in

this manner, a little boy, seated, forming

the fourth, or topmost ; others again were

busy in chasing one another round the

Tomb, and shouting I ike madmen. When-
ever they saw in the crowd a man who
they thought could pay them, they seized

and forcibly carried him, in their arms,

two or three times round the Church

.

The whole was a most lamentable profa-

nation of the place ! The same happens

every year. The noise and confusion

increased, as the moment appointed for

the apparition of the Fire approached.

At length, the Turks, who had not hith-

erto interfered, began to brandish their
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whips, and to still, in some measure, the

tumult. About noon, the Governor of

Jerusalem, with a part of his guard, en-

tered the gallery. The eagerness and

anxiety of the people were now exces-

sive. They all pressed toward the Se-

pulchre, each person holding a bundle of

tapers in his hand. The Chief Agent of

the Greek Patriarch, and an Armenian

Bishop, had entered the Sepulchre short-

Jy before. All eyes were fixed on the

gallery, watching for the Governor's sig-

nal. He made it, and the Fire appeared

through one of the holes in the building

that covers the Tomb ! A man lighted

bis taper at the hallowed flame ; and then

pushed into the thickest of the crowd, and

endeavoured to fight his way through.

The tumult and clamour were great; and

the man was nearly crushed to death, by

the eagerness of the people to light their

tapers at his flame. In about twenty mi-

nutes, every one, both in the galleries

and below, men, women, and children,

had their candles lighted. Many of them

put their lighted candles to their faces,

imagining that the flame would not

scorch them ; I perceived, however, by

their grimaces, that they speedily disco-

vered their mistake. They did not per-

mit these tapers to burn long
;
reserving

them for occasions of need. The power

which they attribute to those candles that

have been touched with the fire from

heaven, is almost unbounded ; they sup-

pose, for instance, that if, overtaken by a

storm at sea, they throw one of these

candles into the waves, the tempest wiil

immediately subside. They are chiefly

valued, however, in consequence of the

superstitious notion, that, if they are

burned at the funeral of the individual,

they will most assuredly save his soul

from future punishment To obtain these

candles, and to undergo a second baptism

in the waters of the Jordan, are the chief

objects of the visit of the Greek Pilgrims

to Jerusalem.

What I have written will suffice to show
you what takes place annually round the

Tomb of Christ. May we not hope that

the exertions of the Bible Society in the

diffusion of the Scriptures, which the

Pilgrims will be enabled, in future, to

purchase at the very gates of the Sepul-

chre) and carry home to their families
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and friends, will tend progressively to in-

spire a purer and more exalted spirit of

devotion ?

Pilgrims at Jerusalem, at the Passover

of 1820—

The average number of Greek Pilgrims

is about 2000. This year they are only
1600. Of these Pilgrims, the raajori(y

are Native Greeks, who speak and read
Romaic. The next in number are the

Greeks from Asia Minor, who speak and
read the Turkish, but in the Romaic Cha-
racter. The third class consists of Rus-
sians ; and the fourth and fifth of Walla-
chians and Bulgarians. Few, however,
of these Pilgrims can read.

The Armenian Pilgrims amount this

year to about 1300. The majority of

them are from Anatolia, and speak no-

thing but Turkish. Very few of them can

read.

I found, at the Armenian Convent, a

Pilgrim from Calcutta. He speaks Eng-

lish with considerable fluency, and is a

member of the Calcutta Bible Society.

I found in his room some English Reli-

gious Tracts, printed at Serampore, which

had been given him by Dr. Carey. He
took twenty-three Armenian Testaments

from me, to distribute in Jerusalem. He
tells me, that an Archbishop, a Bishop,

and a Priest, have latefy gone from Ech-

miazin to Calcutta, to study there, in or-

der that, on their return, after three years,

they may be able to open an Academy in

Echmiazin.

The average number of Copt Pilgrims

is about 200. This year only 150 arriv-

ed. Their appearance is very wretched.

The Pilgrims that have visited Jerusa-

lem, this year, may be thus summed up :

—

Greeks

Armenians

Copts . .

Catholics .

Abyssinians

Syrians . .

Total

1600

1300

150

50

1

30

3131

chiefly from
Damascus.

Visity with the PUgrims, to (he river

Jordan.

I have been with the Pilgrims to the

River Jordan. We left Jerusalem about

seven in the morning, accompanied by
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Messrs. Grey and Hyde, two English tra-

vellers.

A great portion of the Pilgrims had

preceded us. The streets of Jerusalem

were all life and bustle. To avoid the

confusion, we left the city by the gate

of Bethlehem
; and, passing along the

north side, fell in with the train of Pil-

grims at the gate of St. Stephen. The

scene was very lively. The path through

whibh we passed down, Mount Moriah,

across the valley of Jehosaphat, and up

the side of Olivet, was lined with people,

who came to witness the procession-

A Turkish band of music, leaving the

gate of St. Stephen, and accompanied

with banners, proceeded with us as far

as a tree on Olivet, under which the Go-

vernor of Jerusalem, with his court,

were seated- Guns were fired at inter-

vals.

In about three quarters of an hour af-

ter we had started, we passed through

Bethany, a little miserable village.

Shortly after, we descended into a deep

valley. The appearance of the Pilgrims,

with the immense train of camels, horses,

mules, &.C was here truly picturesque.

The pilgrims, muleteers, and guards,

formed a body of about 2300 persons.

The country, through which we passed,

was barren and desolate beyond de-

scription.

At length, after having crossed a num-
ber of hills, we descended into the Plain

of Jericho. In the raids* of this Plain

appears a large verdant tmct, like an

Oasis in the Desert ; and here embosom-
ed in trees, stands the wretched mud-
built village of Jt richo. About half past

twelve we arrived on the edge of the

Oasis, and encamped A large extent

of ground was covered with the tents.

An able artist might have made ;i very in-

teresting picture of the scene. He would
have introduced «he numerous and vari-

ously-coloured tents—the diversified cos-

tumes ofthe Pilgrims- the Turkish horso-

soldiers, with their elegant dress and

j.^
long spears, galloping across the plain—
with camels and horses reposing. We
spent the remainder of the day here.

About half past three the next morning
we all set out, by torch-light, for the

Jordan. The appearance of the Pil-

grims, moviag in numerous detached

parties, with their flambeaux, across the

Plaiu, was singular and striking.

The sun rose shortly before we arrived

at the brink of the river. There, men,
women and children stripped, and plung-

ed into the water. Many employed
themselves, while in thu river, in wash-

ing and thus sanctifying the linen which
they destined for their grave-clothes.

The Jordan, at the spot where the

Pilgrims bathed, is beautifully pictu-

resque. Its breadth may be about twen-
ty yards ; and it is shaded, on both sides

by the thick foliage of closely-planted

trees. The water appeared turbid, and
was not deep.

Some Turkish horsemen dashed

through the river, and rode to and fro,

in the grove on the opposite side, to pro-

tect the Pilgrims from the guns of the

Bedouins, many of whom were assem-

bled to watch the ceremonyt

On retiring from the water, the Pil-

grims employed themselves in cutting

branches from the trees, to carry home
with them, as memorials of the Jordan*

They then mounted their beasts, and re-

turned to their former station in the

plain.

Our party set off from the Jordan, witb

Prince Avaloff (a Georgian) and his suite)

to the Dead Sea, where we arrived in

about tuo hours and a half. We ram-

bled about, for some time, on the bor-

ders of this lake, which covers the ashes

of Sodom and Gomorrah. I tasted the

water, and found it excessively nauseous.

Some of the party bathed.

On our return, we traversed the fertile

part of the plain, passed through the vil-

lage of Jericho, and returned to our

tents about noon. Most of the Pilgrims

had already started for Jerusalem. After

taking a slight refreshment, we returned

to the city by the same way that we had

come, and entered by the gate of St.

Stephen.

Remarks on Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is a considerable place. The

most beautiful building within its wall is

the Mosque of Omar, which stands on

the site of Solomon's temple. The
Turks have a singular reverence for this

Mosque ; and will not permit a Christian

even to set his foot in the large grassy

area which surrounds it.
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The walks which I most frequent are

those that lead down the valley of Jeho-

saphat, by the fountains of Siloah ; or

those that run alonj; th*- side of Olivet.

From the side of Olivet you have a vrry

commatiding view of Jerusalem. Jhe

Mosque of OoMc appears particularly

fine from this situation. The greater part

of the surrounding country is most deso-

late and dreary Hills of white parched

rock, dotted, here and there, with patches

of cultivated land, every where meet and

offend the eye.

In the north of Palestine are many
beautiful and fertile spots ; but not so in

Judea. The breath of Jehovah's wrath

seems in a peculiar manner to have blast-

ed and withered the territory of the

Daughter of Zion! What a change has

been wrought in the land, once fiowing

with milk and honey !

Often, as I have contemplated Jerusa-

lem, have the words of the Prophet

escaped my lips—when I have fell the

strains of Jeremiah to be beautifully pa-

thetic and true, when recalled to mind

on the spot that prompted his sacred

" Lamentations !"

—

How doth the City

sit solitary, that was full of people! how

M she Lecome. as a widoig ! She, thn! ivas

gretU among the natiojis, and prineeu

among the provinees, how is iht become tn-

bulary .'—How hath the Urd covered the

Daughter of Zion with a cloud in his an-

ger, and cast down from heaven untu the

earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered

not hisfootstool in the day of his anger

!

Bethlehem.

I have spent a day or two in Bethlehem
and its neighbourhood. Under the Latin

Convent at Bethlehem, they show three

altars ; said to mnrk the spot where Clirist

was born, where the manger stood, and
where the Magi Hdoied. These altars

are splendidly adorned, and illuminated

with many lamps

The men of Bethlehem have peculiar

privileges. They alone, of all Christians

sub ect to the Turks, are permitted to

wear the White Turban, and to carry

arms. They are fine men ; and have an

air of boldness and independence, not

commo. ly met with in the Christians of

these countries. Their government is a

kind of democracy, and their Chiefs are

elected from among themselves. The

Bethleheraites are perpetually at war

with the Turks of Hebron.

(This Journal will be continued in our

nnxt /fumbur.)

SYJVOD OF ALBANY.

The following JSTarrative of the state of Religion^ within he hounds of this

Synod, was drawn up and adopted at their Aouual Meeting in BruwuuJle,

Sept. 15, 1820.

i^ ARR^TIVE, &c.

To hear the prosperity of Zion affords

pecu iar pleasure to her children. Such
pleasure, the Synod of Albany have it in

their power to bestow upon the churches

and congregations under their care, by a

relation of the dealings of God towards

them during the past year—a year which

will be set down in the annals of this Ju-

dicature of the Church of Christ, and in

the hearts of its members, as having been

most signally distinguished by spiritual

blessings ; one in which the interests of

the Redeemer's Kingdom have been

greati} advanced ; and which, when the

Redeemed uf the Lord shall :stand upon

Mount Zion. and looking down upon the

darkness of the botlouJess pit from v\hich

they have been recovered. be re-

meinbei-ed by them uiib unutterable joy.

In reruuiitiiig these favours, couft-rred

upon us by the hand ol our covenant

God, the Synod feel that they have been

bestowed uf>on very unworthy labour-

ers ; ihat they are the lavours of a sove-

reign, yet compassionate Jehovah and
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would with one heart adopt the appropri-

ate languaije of the Bible, and say," Not

unto Us, O Lord, not unlo us. but unto thy

name give glory for thy mercy and for

thy truth's sake " Whatever of success

might be attributed to us, viewing our-

selves only as the instruments in God's

hand; we would, with the deepest sub-

mission, bring it all at the foot of the

Cross ; convinced that " Paul may plant

and Apollos water, but God must give

the increase."

The Synod of Albany is made up of

Seven Presbyteries ; and to have a clear

and correct view of the state of religion,

it will be necessary to retrace the Provi-

dence of God during the past year, to

each of these Presbyteries, commencing

with that of St Lawrence The Synod

are very hnppy to have it in their power

to state, that in the large, comparatively

new, and. in many respects, important

part of the country within the bounds of

this Presbytery, there has been a very vi-

sible and pleasing change in the slate of

morals. Thoy who have been accustom-

ed to see the Lord's, day profaned by for-

bidden labour ; and who, in the public

service of God, have met with only a

few of Zion's worsliippers, now tell us of

order, regularity, and very visibly an in-

creasing desire to hear the word of God,

and to attend upon all the ordiuHiy means

of Grace. By several of the congrega-

tions under their care, new and commo-

dious buildings have been erected and

dedicated to the service of Almighty God,

and the whole state of morals and of so-

ciety greatly improved. In several of the

towns within the bounds of this Presby-

tery, the interests of vital Godliness have

also been considerably advanced , and in

many of their churches, though there has

not been what is generally denominated

a Revival of Religion, yet there have been

many instances of hopeful conversion.

Scattered throughout the bounds of this

Presbytery are many, who are not only

hungering but starving for the Bread of

Life
;
many smnll societies that have no

teachers, and are crying in the spirit and

with the anxiety of the Macedonian man,
*' Come over and help us." Here are

large districts of country entirely desti-

tute of the means of grace ; and which

in earnest and pressing strains beg the

[NOV.

prayers and the exertions of the devoted
Missionary of the Cross. It is with plea-

sure the Synod slate, that moral order
pervades, in a good degree, the military

stationed within the bounds of this Pres-

bytery
; that they have been supplied

with copies of the Holy Scriptures, and

manifest some disposition to attend upon

the means of grace. In Lewisville, God
has shed down some of his precious mer-

cy drops, and made his children there

rejoice in a revival of his work.

In the Presbytery of Champlain, the

state of religion is, on the whole, favour-

able in those places which enjoy the stat-

ed means of grace. Upon Potsdam and
Loriar), God has begun to pour down the

influences of his Holy Spirit : and the ef-

fects are already very visible. We trust

that he is about to gather in a rich har-

vest of souls in those places. With the

exception of these two places, there have

been no special revivals
;
yet the out-

ward means are well attended, charitable

institutions are prosperous and multiply-

ing, and a good degree of harmony per-

vades their churches. This Presbytery

is in the midst of a moral wilderness.

Lnrge tracts of country inhabited, but no
one to preach to them the unsearchable

riches of ('brist. This is a region which
has hitherto been greatly neglected. The
precious streams of salvation at which the

way-worn pilgrim drinks and refreshes

his soul, have flowed around it in every

direction ; but have not yet broke their

way through this spiritual desert. They
have heard from a distance the sound of

the waters, but their thirst has not been

allayed. The glimmerings of light thai;

has occasionally flitted across their hori-

zon, have exposed to their view, the

dark, cold cloud that hangs upon them,

and they wait with indescribable eager-

ness the rising of the king of day. From
the windows of (heir cottages, and from

the tops of the mountains, they are look-

ing forth, and the anxious cry, " Watch-

men, what of the night is raised

throughout their benighted borders.

When, oh when shall their cry toach the

hearts of our churches, and the faithful

missionary be sent to tell them of Jesus.

To the Presbytery of Oneida, God has

manifested himselfagain in ways of mer-
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cy. With only one or two exceptions,

the congregations under their care have

been more than ordinarily engaged in

religion during the past year ;
and seve-

ral of Ihem blessed with the special pre-

sence and work of God. Upon Holland

Patent, Clinton, New-Hanford, Whites-

borough, Utica, Westmoreland, Mount

Vernon. Litchfield, and Union, tlie Lord,

has rained down righteousness, and many

precious souls have been quickened by

the vivifying influences of the Holy Spirit'

If it were proper to make any cah ulation

on a subject of this nature, the Synod

would remark, that from the statements

of the members of that Presbytery it

would appear, that more than seven hun.

dred souls have been born unto (iod dur«

ingthe past year. The fruits of these re.

vivals, like those of every other genuine

work of Grace, have been pea e and ho-

liness. In view of this conquest, made

by the great Captain ofour salvation over

the hearts of his enemies, we cannot re-

frain from saying, " Go on. thou Prince

and Saviour, from conquering to con-

quer, until every knee shall bow, and

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is

Lord to the glory of God the Father."

Passing on to the Presbytery of Otse-

go, we are still able to mark the footsteps

and the victories of the King of kings.

Particularly in Cooperstown and Sher-

burne, the Lord has appeared fir the sal-

vation of many. In the former of these

places the revival began in a very inte-

resting and powerful manner ; so inte-

resting and so powerful, 'hat if the relation

did not exceed the bounds of such a nar-

rative, the Synod would be tiappy to give

it to their people. The fruits of this re-

vival were one hundred and eleven hope-

ful converts ; and in Sherburne, about

two hundred. The general features of

the work in these Societies were similar

to those* of the other revivals within the

bounds of this Synod.

From Otsego, we come to the Presby-

tery of Albany. Here have b»en gather-

ed many trophies of the Cross duriii^j; the

last year. In ten coiitiguoua loioyis ihere

have been special and powerf i! Revivals

of Religion. But more particularly at

Saratoga Springs, Malta, Stillwater,

Ballslown, East Galway, West Galway,
Amsterdam, and Schenectady, the v^ ork
bars been overwhelnaing. To give any
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thing like a particular account of these

revivals would very far exceed our limits.

We can only say that the work has beea

very general throughout these towns;

that it has l)een accori)panied with very

deep and pungent cotiviclions of sin as

committed against an holy God. And
that iis fruits have been such as \o con-

vince the most incredulous, that of a

truth the Lord was here. The arrows of

the Almighty have been sharp in the

hearts of his enemies. Many a proud

sinner has been humbled, and there is

good reason to believe that nearly tw»

thousand souls have been washed in the

blood of the Lamb. A year such a> the

past has been, was never known before

in the bounds of this Presbytery.

In the Presbytery of Columbia., God
has aL°o made bare his arm for the salva-

tion of sinners. At Scha^hlicoke, North

Pittstown, and ^ass. u, mure than one

hundred give no|'eful evidence of being

born ot God. The sanie show er that w a-

tered the vineyard in the Presbytery of

Albany, was spread out over these places^

In Lansingburg tiiere has been moie than

an orduuiry atientii>n to religion, and

about 16 or 20 give evidence of a saving

change.

U ilh the rich and abundant eflfusions

of the Holy bpnii,God iiatii been pieas.

ed to bless our seminaries ol learning In

Union and Hamiiton College , there have

been special revivals of Religion ; the

fruits of which are the hopetui conversion

of thirty-four in the lormer, aiid st-venteen

in tne latter ol tnese Insiiiuiions. Thus

with the suiiles of his Providence upon

these Colleges our Heavenly Father is

mingling ti.e converting and sanctitying

intluence of the H ly Spirit; anu we
fondly hope, preparing many tuiti:tul la-

bouier^ior the fields already white with

the harvest.

In some of our congregations luke-

warmness and apathy still prevail. O
would to God it «eie not so But on all

such the Synod wuuld loudly call, and

urge them to be up and doing in this day

distinguished by Liod i uiercilul visitation

to our churches.

On a review of the whole, we would

cordially and unitedly say, " Bless the

Lord, O our souls, and all that is within

us, bless his holy name, and forget not all

his benefits.
'
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SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY.

At their Annual Meeting in October, 1819, the Synod of New-York and
New Jersey, resolvfd to endow a Proiessorship in the Theological Seminary
at Princeton. By the following extract from the iMinutes of the last Meeting
of tlie Sy iod, it appears that about Eleven Hundred Dollars, bad been contri-

buted to this object.

Another individual, do. , 10 00
From individuals in Rutgers-st.

Church, New York, . .240 00
Hempstead, . . , 23 00
Newtown, . . . 64 00

PRESBYTERT OF JERSEY.

A Female in Elizabethtown, . 120 00
Monthly Concert, do. . 20 00
Biblical and Church History

Society, do. . . . 15 OO
Hardisfon, .... 8 00
Chatham, . . 24 25

EXTRACT, &c.

At the meeting of the Synod of New-
York and New-Jersey, it) the city of

New Y(»rk Odober 18. 1820, the fullow-

in|; sums were rej)orted, as having been

collected for the Professorship, in the

Theological Seminary nt Princeton} to

be endowed by this Synod, viz—
PRESBYTERY OF LOJVG-ISLAND.

An. individual in Huntington, ^100 00

Three Widows in do. . 18 00

PRESBYTERY OF HUDSON.

From Blooming Grove, . . 80 00

PRESBYTERY OF nORTH-RIVEB.

From individuals in Newburgh, 42 00

Pleasant Valley, . . . 23 00

Marlborough and New Paltz, . 15 00

PRESBYTERY OF NEW-YORK.

Ad individual in Jamaica, 300 00

Total, $U02 25

A true extract from the Minutes of the

Synod.

WILLIAM A. M'DOWELL,
Stated Clerk.

SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA

A Member of this Synod, under date of the 25th of October last, wrote to

his friend in Elizabethtown, New-Jersey, as follows :

—

our Missionary Society met. Some indi-I have lately returned from a very

interesting meeting of our Synod, and the

Missionary Society of North Carolina.

We met at Hoplar lent, Cabarrus county.

Our Synod have resolved, in connexion

with the Synod of South Carolina and

Georgia to endow a Southern Professor-

ship in the Fbeological Seminary nt

Princeton ; for whii h purpose we, on our

part, have become res[)on^ible forlhe sum

of Jifteen thousand dollars, to be paid in

five years. We calculate that the two

Synods will raise thirty thousand dollars

for this important object.

" Our brethren, according to custom,

lield a precious communion on the Lord's

day. At the table opposite me, sat a

brother in Christ, who excited much in-

terest—a converted Cherokee from the

Brainard mission-house, or one of its de-

pendencies. He is called John Arch. He
was serious and solemn in his deportment,

and professed to enjoy much comfort

from being with us. On Monday morning

viduals had by their contributions made
Mr. Arch a member for life of the Society,

The Vice President announced this to the

congregation, and introducing the child

of the forest, invited him to tak« bis seat

with us as a member. Mr. Arch then

rose up, and in a very feeling, impressive

manner, made the tollowing little speech :

" ' My dear Brothers—I thank you for

your kindness to me. I hope that God
will reward and bless you ; and what is

more, that he will make you a blessing

to my brethren of my nation. I add no

more.'

" The effect was to fill our hearts with

the liveliest emotions of gratitude to God
for the wonder our eyes beheld. There

was scarce a dry eye among all who
beard him. A subscription was opened

that morning to constitute him a member
for life of the United Foreign Missionary

Society, and was nearly filled tip in «

short time."
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